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This  year  marks  the  start  of  man- 
datory hunter  safety  education  in 
Louisiana.  Beginning  this  fall,  any- 
one born  on  or  after  September  1, 
1969,  will  be  required  to  complete  a 
certified  hunter  safety  education 
course  before  they  will  be  able  to 
purchase  a  Louisiana  hunting 
license. 

The  course  has  been  offered  for 
years  by  the  Department  of  Wildlife 
and  Fisheries  free  of  charge  to  any- 
one 10  years  of  age  or  older.  Funding 
for  the  program  comes  from  75  per- 
cent federal  monies  and  25  percent 
dedicated  monies  from  the  Rockefel- 
ler Refuge  Fund. 

Many  Louisiana  hunters  have 
been  required  to  take  the  course  in 
order  to  purchase  nonresident  hunt- 
ing licenses  in  other  states.  Addi- 
tionally, many  safety  conscious 
sportsmen  have  voluntarily  taken 
the  course  and  had  their  children 
take  the  course.  Completion  of  a 
hunter  safety  course  will  make  any- 
one a  better  and  safer  hunter. 

The  five  Hunter  Safety  Educators 
on  our  staff  have  been  certifying  an 
average  of  10,000  persons  annually 
over  the  last  few  years.  To  accom- 
plish this  task,  a  corps  of  dedicated 
and  highly  trained  volunteer  instruc- 
tors has  been  enlisted. 

When  the  1984  Louisiana  Legisla- 
ture followed  the  lead  of  the  majority 
of  other  states  and  instituted  man- 
datory hunter  safety  education,  one 
of  the  major  concerns  expressed  at 
that  time  was  whether  or  not  the  de- 
partment's hunter  safety  education 
staff  would  be  able  to  handle  the  in- 
creased number  of  persons  seeking 
hunter  safety  certification. 

It  is  estimated,  even  with  phasing 
mandatory  hunter  education  in 
slowly,  that  it  will  result  in  at  least  a 
twofold  increase  in  certifications.  We 
made  the  commitment  to  the  Legis- 
lature and  the  citizens  of  Louisiana 
that  we  would  be  equal  to  the  task. 
Work  toward  that  end  was  begun  im- 
mediately after  the  close  of  the  1984 
session  as  new  student  and  teacher 
hunter  safety  manuals  were  de- 
signed and  printed  and  an  all-out  ef- 
fort to  recruit  and  train  additional 
volunteer  hunter  safety  instructors 
was  launched. 


J.  Burton  Angelle  Sr. ,  Secretary 

We  are  determined  that  anyone 
who  is  required  or  just  wants  to  take 
the  course  will  have  ample  opportu- 
nity to  do  so  at  a  location  within  a 
short  distance  from  their  home.  We 
are  equally  determined  that  come 
the  beginning  of  this  hunting  sea- 
son, no  one  will  be  able  to  say  that 
they  wanted  to  take  the  course  but 
were  unable  to  do  so  because  it  was 
not  offered. 

Hunter  safety  courses  have  been 
set  up  in  every  parish  of  the  state 
throughout  the  summer.  A  listing  of 
the  times  and  locations  of  these 
courses  begins  on  page  24  of  this  is- 
sue of  the  magazine.  You  will  quickly 
see  from  reviewing  this  list  that  mak- 
ing such  a  list  was  in  itself  a  major 
undertaking. 

We  are  committed  to  hunter 
safety.  We  think  it  saves  lives  and 
promotes  hunter  ethics  and  sports- 
manship. We  have  done  our  part  by 
making  hunter  safety  courses  avail- 
able and  convenient.  The  courses  are 
scheduled  and  the  dates  and  times 
are  listed.  The  rest  is  up  to  you. 

As  a  final  note  before  signing  off 
for  this  issue,  I  must  offer  my  con- 
gratulations for  the  fine  job  done  by 
our  fisheries  biologists  in  compiling 
the  excellent  fishing  forecast  that 
leads  this  issue  of  the  magazine.  I 
must  commend  them  both  on  the  ar- 
ticle itself  and  also  the  fine  work  they 
have  been  doing  over  the  years  to  in- 
sure that  there  is  fishing  aplenty  in 
Louisiana  to  write  about. 
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At  51,  Dalhart  Windberg  is  perhaps  America's  most 
"printed"  landscape  artist.  After  some  20  years  of  extensive 
experimental  -work,  Windberg  has  developed  a  method  of 
painting  in  oils  that  captures  all  the  variations  and  nuances 
of  light  and  shadow  and  gives  his  paintings  a  natural  softnes 
One  of  Windberg's  newest  paintings  is  the  elaborate  swamp 
scene  on  our  cover.  The  original,  12"  x  16"  oil  on  canvas,  lias 
twenty  two  creatures  of  the  swamp  depicted  in  a  most 
wondrous  manner.  Beginning  May  11.  1985,  an  exhibit  of 
Windberg's  paintings,  including  his  new  swamp  scene,  will 
be  on  display  at  the  Zigler  Museum  in  Jennings. 


This  public  document  was  published  al  an  annual  cost  of  S300.000  or  S.23  per  copy  bv  Do- 
nihe  Graphics,  Rt.  1,  Brookside  Road.  Kingsport.  Tennessee,  to  foster  the  department's 
overall  program  of  conservation  of  our  renewable  natural  resources,  under  authority  of  Ar- 
ticle c'.  Section  7  of  the  Louisiana  Constitution  and  Act  1 1  of  1°S0.  This  material  was  printed 
in  accordance  with  the  standards  for  printing  by  state  agencies  pursuant  to  R  S  13:31. 
Printing  of  this  material  was  purchased  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Title  43  of  the 
Louisiana  revised  Statutes. 
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DISTRICT   1 


Maps  by  Jessie  Guillot 


By  Charles  E.  Hoenke 

Fisheries  Biologist 
District  I  Supervisor 


Largemouth  Bass — Angler  success  for  this  species  is 
good  throughout  District  I.  Each  reservoir  has  character- 
istics and  angling  methods  that  are  specific  to  it  and  vary 
from  season  to  season.  There  are  several  basic  lures  and 
methods  of  angling  that  will  usually  catch  fish  in  any  of 
the  impoundments. 

During  the  winter,  when  water  temperatures  are  55° 
and  lower,  bucktail  and  Jig  &  Pigs  are  the  most  productive 
lures.  As  the  water  warms  above  55°,  minnow  imitations, 
plastic  worms,  lizards  and  spinner  baits  are  productive. 
Once  the  water  temperature  rises  above  75°,  topwater 
lures,  plastic  worms  and  crankbaits  are  popular.  As  fall 
approaches,  any  of  the  aforementioned  lures  can  be 
effective. 

Temperature  and  rainfall  influence  all  impoundments 
in  District  I  as  far  as  angling  success  is  concerned.  These 
factors  can  affect  angling  success  in  a  matter  of  hours. 

Crappie — This  species  is  very  popular  with  anglers  in 
District  I.  All  impoundments  follow  about  the  same  pat- 
tern for  crappie  fishing,  depending  upon  water  temper- 
atures as  they  are  associated  with  seasons  of  the  year. 

Beginning  in  the  spring,  as  water  temperatures  rise  to 
55°  and  above,  crappie  begin  moving  from  winter  habitat 
to  spawning  areas  even  though  spawning  does  not  occur 
until  temperatures  reach  67°  to  68°.  At  this  time,  crappie 
are  caught  on  jigs,  minnows,  night  crawlers  and  small 
crayfish. 

In  the  reservoirs  that  have  standing  cypress  timber,  an- 
glers catch  crappie  at  the  base  of  the  trees  around  root 


mats,  fishing  from  18  inches  to  two  feet  deep.  In  im- 
poundments without  standing  timber,  crappie  are  caught 
around  floating  logs,  submerged  stumps  and  tree  tops. 
After  spawning  season,  most  crappie  are  caught  in  brush 
piles  placed  in  the  impoundments  bv  ardent  anglers. 
Summer  fishing  in  impoundments  is  usuallv  good  at 
night,  under  lanterns.  This  type  of  crappie  fishing  is  good 
from  summer,  through  fall  and  winter.  During  the  coldest 
part  of  the  winter,  crappie  are  found  and  caught  near  the 
deepest  channels  and  submerged  sloughs  in  the 
impoundment. 

Redear  Sunfish — Even  though  this  species  is  caught 
every  season  of  the  year  in  District  I,  most  of  the  angling 
pressure  will  be  during  the  spawning  season.  This  occurs 
anywhere  from  early  April  to  late  May,  depending  upon 
water  temperatures. 

The  most  popular  baits  for  redear  are  night  crawlers, 
small  crayfish  and  crickets.  These  fish  will  spawn  in 
schools  and  are  usually  found  in  water  depths  ranging 
from  six  inches  to  four  feet  in  depth. 

Bluegill  Sunfish — Many  bluegill  in  District  I  are 

caught  by  anglers  seeking  other  species  such  as  crappie 
and  redear.  The  peak  for  bluegill  catch  is  in  June  and  July 
as  the  fish  spawn.  There  will  usuallv  be  spawning  bluegill 
in  the  same  areas  that  redear  used  for  spawning.  The 
most  popular  baits  for  bluegill  are  crickets,  followed 
closely  by  night  crawlers.  After  the  spawn  verv  few  an- 
glers actively  pursue  bluegill  sunfish. 
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Catfish — Catfish  are  pursued  and  taken  in  District  I 
by  four  distinct  methods.  In  Caddo  and  Cross  Lake  a  very 
popular  method  is  bv  drift  fishing  with  rods  and  reels, 
using  numerous  baits.  Baits  include,  but  are  not  limited 
to,  catalpa  worms,  night  crawlers,  commercially  prepared 
baits,  minnows,  soap,  cheese,  shrimp,  and  many  secret 
recipes. 

In  other  reservoirs  that  have  good  catfish  populations 
trotlines,  limb  lines  and  yo-vos  are  used  effectively  on 
channel  catfish,  blue  catfish,  flathead  catfish  and  bull- 
heads. Limb  lines  and  trotlines  are  used  for  the  large  flat- 
heads.  The  most  popular  baits  for  flathead  catfish  are  live 
sunfish  and  goldfish. 

Striped  Bass — In  District  I,  Lake  Claiborne  is  by  far 
the  most  popular  impoundment  for  striped  bass  angling. 
Methods  vary  from  season  to  season.  From  September 
through  February,  successful  anglers  troll  deep-diving 
crankbaits  with  white  or  yellow  bucktail  trailers  in  the 
open  and  deep  areas.  From  March  through  May,  most 
striped  bass  are  caught  on  shad-colored  crankbaits  along 


the  boat  roads  and  occasionally  in  the  thick  timber  itself. 
From  the  last  of  May  through  mid-September,  striped 
bass  school  and  feed  on  shad  on  the  surface  in  the  large 
open  areas  of  the  impoundment.  Productive  lures  are 
topwater  plugs  and  crankbaits  that  resemble  shad.  At  cer- 
tain times  plastic  grubs  are  effective  when  the  fish  go 
down.  This  schooling  activity  usually  takes  place  from 
the  hour  before  sunrise  to  approximately  30  minutes  after 
sunrise  and  from  30  minutes  before  sunset  to  dark. 

Hybrid  Striped  Bass — This  species  is  present  in  sev- 
eral impoundments  in  District  I.  In  Claiborne  the  hybrid 
is  fished  for  and  caught  with  the  striped  bass  using  the 
same  techniques.  In  Cross  Lake  most  of  the  fish  are 
caught  by  trolling  shad-colored  crankbaits.  Occasionally 
hvbrids  are  taken  off  the  points  on  white  or  yellow  buck- 
tails.  In  Caddo  Lake  crappie  fishermen  using  jigs  catch 
most  of  the  hybrids  reported. 

Lake  Bistineau  has  been  stocked  with  hybrids  for  one 
year.  The  only  hybrid  reports  have  been  from  crappie 
fishermen  catching  small  ones  while  fishing  with  jigs. 
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Bartholomew  Lake  (Dead  Bayou  or  Cutoff)  is  located 
at  Sterlington  and  is  approximately  800  acres  in  size.  The 
lake  has  a  public  boat  launch  at  the  east  end.  Two  com- 
mercial boat  liveries. 

Largemouth  bass  fishing  is  good  year  round  using  a 
worm  around  the  cypress  trees  and  aquatic  weeds.  Crank 
baits  can  also  be  effective.  Hybrid  striped  bass  can  be 
caught  in  open  water  on  such  baits  as  Beetle  Spin,  buck- 
tail  jigs  and  other  shad-mimicking  baits. 

Crappie  fishing  is  good  around  trees  and  in  brush  tops. 

Black  Bayou  Lake  is  five  miles  north  of  Monroe  off 
Highway  165.  This  lake  is  2,000  acres  in  size  and  has  an 
average  depth  of  six  feet.  It  is  connected  to  Bayou  DeSiard 
Lake  via  Hanna's  Run. 

The  cypress-studded  lake  has  one  commercial  boat  liv- 
ery and  all  access  must  be  through  this  area. 

Although  troubled  by  dense  submerged  aquatic  vege- 
tation for  several  years,  it  probably  has  some  of  the  largest 
largemouth  bass  in  Louisiana.  The  best  time  for  bass  fish- 
ing is  February  through  April. 

Redear  fishing  is  good  during  March  and  April  when 
these  fish  are  spawning.  Small  crawfish  are  the  most  ef- 
fective baits.  Bluegill  fishing  is  very  popular  during  the 
summer.  Crappie  fishing  with  yo-yos  is  good  from  No- 
vember through  January. 

Bussey  Lake  is  2,200  acres  in  size  and  is  located  seven 
miles  north  of  Bastrop.  Water  skiing,  swimming  and 
commercial  fishing  are  prohibited.  There  is  only  one  boat 
launching  area,  located  on  the  north  end  of  the  lake. 

The  lake  was  completed  in  late  1958  and  stocked  by  the 
Department  of  Wildlife  and  Fisheries  with  largemouth 
bass,  hybrid  striped  bass,  bluegill,  black  crappie  and 
channel  catfish.  In  addition,  excellent  populations  of  flat- 
head  catfish  and  redear  sunfish  are  also  present. 

Largemouth  bass  fishing  is  good  to  excellent  at  all 
times.  The  bait  most  fishermen  prefer  is  the  plastic  worm, 
but  many  bass  are  caught  on  various  crankbaits.  Hybrid 
striped  bass  fishing  is  becoming  very  popular  in  open 


By  Janice  S.  Hughes 

Fisheries  Biologist 
District  II  Supervisor 


water  at  the  old  channel,  at  both  ends  of  the  windbreak- 
ers  and  at  the  spillway. 

Bluegill  fishing  is  best  in  the  spring  and  summer. 
Worms  and  crickets  are  the  most  popular  baits.  Redear 
fishing  has  really  become  good.  Mid-April  is  the  peak 
time  to  catch  these  fish. 

Crappie  fishing  has  been  off  and  on.  At  present,  the 
crappie  are  large  and  plentiful.  Fishing  for  crappie  is  best 
from  mid-November  to  June. 

Other  very  popular  fishes  on  Bussey  lake  are  flathead 
catfish  and  channel  catfish.  Flathead  catfish  are  caught  on 
set  hooks  around  mid-April  and  again  from  mid-Septem- 
ber to  the  end  of  October.  Catching  channel  catfish  on 
trotlines  is  best  during  March  to  May  and  from  July  to 
November. 

Cheniere  Lake  covers  approximately  3,600  surface 
acres  and  was  impounded  in  194t>.  It  is  the  largest  lake  in 
Ouachita  Parish  and  is  located  three  miles  southwest  of 
West  Monroe. 

The  lake  has  a  maximum  depth  of  lb. 5  feet  in  the  Puck- 
ett  Lake  area  and  an  estimated  average  depth  of  5.9  feet 
at  pool  stage.  This  lake  is  literally  studded  with  cypress 
and  tupelo-gum  trees  through  which  boat  trails  have 
been  cut  to  facilitate  easier  access. 

Largemouth  bass  fishing  is  fair  in  the  open  water,  with 
the  best  fishing  around  the  lily  pads.  Bream  fishing  is 
good  around  the  cypress  trees  close  to  the  bank.  Crappie 
are  caught  in  deep  water  during  the  winter  toward  Area 
6  (southwest  of  the  spillway).  Trot  line  fishing  for  channel 
catfish  is  also  popular. 


D'Arbonne  Lake,  15,000  acres  in  size,  is  located  at 
Farmerville.  This  lake  was  impounded  in  the  early  l%0s. 
There  are  nine  public  boat  launching  areas  on  the  lake  in 
addition  to  many  commercial  liveries.  Largemouth  bass, 
bluegill,  black  crappie  and  channel  catfish  were  stocked 
in  1%4,  and  either  striped  bass  or  hybrid  striped  bass 
have  been  stocked  annually  since  1965. 
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Bass  fishing  is  good  year  round  throughout  the  lake. 
Many  fishermen  catch  good  bass  during  the  winter  and  at 
night  during  the  summer.  Hybrid  striped  bass  can  also 
be  found  schooling  in  late  summer  and  early  fall. 

Redear  fishing  is  excellent  in  March  and  April  when 
these  fish  are  on  the  spawning  beds.  Bluegill  fishing  is 
also  good,  especially  during  the  summer  months.  Many 
bank  fishermen  are  observed  fishing  for  these  fish.  Crap- 
pie  fishing  is  best  in  October  through  February. 

Another  popular  activity  is  catching  channel  catfish  on 
trotlines  and  flathead  catfish  on  set  hooks.  This  type  of 
fishing  is  best  in  April  through  June. 

Bayou  DeSiard  Lake  is  a  long,  meandering  lake  that 
runs  from  Sterlington  through  the  city  of  Monroe.  It  is  ap- 
proximately 1,485  acres  in  area,  31.2  miles  long  and  600  to 
1,400  feet  wide.  This  lake  provides  drinking  water  for 
Monroe,  and  the  water  quality  is  quite  good.  There  is  lim- 
ited access  to  the  lake,  with  only  three  public  launching 
areas  and  one  commercial  livery. 

Fishing  success  can  be  quite  good  on  the  middle  and 
lower  ends  of  the  lake,  but  access  is  limited.  Catches  of 
largemouth  bass,  bream  and  crappie  can  be  good  but  are 
very  seasonal.  Most  of  the  hybrid  striped  bass  are  found 
in  the  lower  end  from  Northeast  Louisiana  University  to 
the  Monroe  water  supply  pumps. 

Lake  Providence  is  a  1,380-acre  Mississippi  River  ox- 
bow lake.  The  lake  is  approximately  57?  miles  long,  with 
an  average  width  of  '/a  mile  and  an  average  depth  of  12 
feet. 

There  are  at  least  three  boat  launching  areas  available 
on  the  lake. 

Hybrid  striped  bass  have  been  stocked  in  the  lake  every 
vear  since  1976,  and  fish  up  to  14  pounds  are  present.  Late 
summer  and  early  fall  is  the  best  time  to  fish  for  this  spe- 
cies. Largemouth  bass  fishing  is  good  around  the  cypress 
trees,  and  many  are  caught  at  night  during  the  summer. 

Fishing  is  good  on  this  lake  during  the  winter  primarily 
for  crappie;  however,  a  lot  of  good  bass  are  caught  during 
this  time  also.  Bluegill  and  redear  fishing  is  fair  during  the 


spring  and  summer  months.  The  lake  is  well  suited  for  fly 
fishing. 

Ouachita  River  Backwater  Lakes,  are  numerous  in 
District  II.  They  range  is  size  from  a  few  acres  to  over  500 
acres.  Many  people  prefer  to  fish  these  areas  because  they 
are  isolated,  beautiful  and  produce  fine  strings  of  fish. 

Ouachita  River  in  District  II  runs  from  the  Arkansas 
line  to  the  Caldwell  Parish  line.  Access  is  good,  with  sev- 
eral public  launching  areas  available. 

Fishing  on  the  river  can  be  excellent  when  the  river  is 
"right,"  which  is  usually  when  the  water  level  is  falling. 
Large  strings  of  largemouth  bass  are  common  during  this 
"backwater  runout"  in  the  spring  and  early  summer.  All 
types  of  baits  are  used  during  this  time. 

Crappie  fishing  can  also  be  good  during  this  time.  Both 
jigs  and  shiners  are  popular,  and  many  large  crappie  have 
been  reported  in  this  area. 

Bream  fishing  is  also  best  while  the  river  is  falling.  Any 
type  of  bream  bait  is  effective. 

Trotlining  is  popular  and  effective  for  channel,  blue  and 
flathead  catfish. 

Bayou  D'Arbonne  runs  from  the  D'Arbonne  Lake 
spillway  at  Farmerville  to  the  Ouachita  River  at  West 
Monroe.  The  bayou  is  approximately  53  miles  long  and  is 
one  of  the  state's  scenic  rivers. 

This  bayou  attracts  many  fishermen  and  at  times  is  the 
"hottest"  place  to  fish.  Bream  fishing  is  excellent  in  the 
backwater  areas  during  June  and  July.  Lots  of  bream  are 
caught  that  weigh  a  pound.  The  most  effective  baits  are 
night  crawlers  and  crickets.  As  with  other  species  of  fish, 
bream  bite  best  when  the  bayou  is  falling. 

Crappie  fishing  is  usually  good  in  the  fall  and  winter  at 
the  mouth  of  the  many  sloughs  on  the  bayou.  Here  again 
fishing  is  best  when  the  bayou  is  falling.  Large  numbers 
of  largemouth  bass  are  caught  periodically  year  round, 
depending  on  the  conditions  present  in  the  bayou.  Tro- 
tlining is  good  for  blue  and  channel  catfishes. 
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Largemouth 

Hybrid 

AREA 

Bass 

Crappie 

Bluegill 

Redear 

Striped  Bass 

Catfish 

Bartholomew  Lake 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Fair 

Good 

Fair 

Black  Bavou  Lake 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

— 

Fair 

Bussev  Lake 

Excellent 

Good 

Good 

Excellent 

Good 

Excellent 

Cheniere  Lake 

Fair 

Fair 

Good 

Fair 

— 

Fair 

D'Arbonne  Lake 

Good 

Excellent 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Bavou  DeSiard  Lake 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Fair 

Good 

Fair 

Lake  Providence 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Fair 

Good 

Good 

Ouachita  River 

Backwater  Lakes 

Excellent 

Good 

Excellent 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Ouachita  River 

Excellent 

Good 

Good 

Fair 

— 

Excellent 

Bayou  D'Arbonne 

Excellent 

Good 

Excellent 

Fair 

— 

Good 
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Largemouth  Bass — Fishing  for  largemouth  bass  will 
be  fair  to  good  in  1985  in  most  lakes  in  District  III.  Toledo 
Bend  Reservoir  and  Cane  River  Lake  will  probably  yield 
the  best  success  this  year.  Both  lakes  support  15  to  25 
pounds  of  catchable  size  bass  per  acre  of  water.  Most 
other  central  Louisiana  lakes  have  five  to  10  pounds  of 
bass  per  acre. 

Fishing  methods  for  bass  vary  from  season  to  season 
and  somewhat  from  lake  to  lake.  During  the  winter,  jigs 
and  spoons  are  the  most  productive  lures.  As  the  water 
warms  in  the  spring,  spinner  baits  and  crankbaits  are  uti- 
lized. Plastic  worms  and  surface  lures  are  used  during  the 
summer.  Fishermen  return  to  using  spinner  baits  and 
crankbaits  in  the  fall. 

Crappie — Crappie  fishing  should  be  good  in  several 
District  III  lakes  in  1985.  Black  Lake,  Iatt,  Indian  Creek, 
Nantachie,  Rodemacher,  Sibley  and  Toledo  Bend  Reser- 
voir should  produce  good  catch  success.  Crappie  will  be 
found  concentrated  in  large  numbers  in  stream  channels 
and  near  the  edge  of  flooded  timber  between  mid-Janu- 
ary and  April.  Shiners,  small  crayfish  and  jigs  should  be 
fished  during  day  and  night.  Night  fishing  utilizing  hang- 
ing lanterns  can  also  be  used  in  the  fall  and  winter 
months. 

Bluegill  and  Redear  Sunfish — Catch  success  should 
be  fair  to  good  in  most  central  Louisiana  lakes.  These  two 
fish  species  are  usually  caught  in  large  numbers  between 
mid-March  and  July  when  concentrations  occur  during 
spawning  activity.  The  most  popular  bait  for  redear  are 
earthworms,  small  crayfish  and  grass  shrimp.  Crickets 
and  earthworms  are  the  common  bait  for  taking  bluegill. 


By  Kenneth  E.  Lantz 

Fisheries  Biologist 
District  III  Supervisor 


Striped  Bass — Fishing  for  stripers  will  again  be  ex- 
cellent in  Toledo  Bend  Reservoir.  From  mid-Februarv  to 
May,  large  numbers  in  the  10  to  20-pound  range  can  be 
taken  in  the  vicinity  of  the  dam  and  tailrace  waters  below 
the  dam.  Large  jigs,  crankbaits  and  live  bait  in  the  form 
of  large  shiners  or  bluegill  will  produce  the  best  catch 
success. 

Between  mid-May  and  June,  a  graph  recording  depth 
finder  is  needed  to  locate  striper  schools  that  have  dis- 
persed along  the  old  Sabine  River  channel  in  the  midlake 
section  of  the  reservoir.  During  Julv  and  August,  large 
numbers  of  fish  return  to  the  dam  area  and  are  caught  on 
shad-colored  surface  lures. 

Hybrid  Striped  Bass — Fishing  should  again  be  good 
in  Cane  River  and  Siblev  lakes.  Good  catches  of  five  to 
eight-pound  fish  can  be  taken  on  small  crankbaits  and 
shiners  while  fishing  for  bass  and  crappie  during  the 
spring.  Summer  and  fall  catches  occur  on  sandy  points 
while  utilizing  jigs  and  small  shad-type  lures. 

Catfish — Good  catches  of  channel  and  blue  catfish 
should  occur  in  the  spring  and  fall  in  Cotile,  Indian 
Creek,  Nantaches,  Rodemacher.  Saline  and  Sibley  lakes. 
Most  of  the  catches  will  be  on  trotlines  using  shiners, 
cravfish  and  earthworms  as  bait. 

Good  catch  success  for  10  to  30-pound  flathead  catfish 
should  occur  in  Anacco  Lake  and  Toledo  Bend  Reservoir. 
Live  bait  in  the  form  of  bluegill  and  large  shiners  placed 
on  set  hooks  will  produce  the  best  success  with  these 
large  catfish. 
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AREA 


Largemouth 
Bass 


Crappie  Bluegill  Redear 


Striped 
Bass 


Hybrid  Catfish 


Anacoco  Lake  Fair  Fair  Fair  Fair 

Black  Lake  Good  Good  Fair  Fair 

Cane  River  Lake  Excellent  Fair  Fair  Fair 

Cocodrie  Lake  Fair  Fair  Fair  Fair 

Cotile  Lake  Fair  Fair  Good  Good 

Iatt  Lake  Fair  Good  Fair  Fair 

Indian  Creek  Lake  Fair  Good  Good  Good 

Kincaid  Lake  Good  Fair  Good  Good 

Nantachie  Lake  Good  Good  Good  Good 

Rodemacher  Lake  Fair  Good  Fair  Fair 

Saline  Lake  Fair  Fair  Fair  Fair 

Siblev  Lake  Good  Good  Fair  Fair 

Toledo  Bend  Reservoir         Excellent  Good  Fair  Fair 

Vernon  Lake  Fair  Fair  Fair  Fair 


Good 
Fair 


Good  — 


Fair 


Good 


Excellent 


Fair 

Good 

Fair 

Good 

Fair 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Excellent 

Good 

Fair 
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Largemouth  Bass — Bass  fishing  is  good  throughout 
most  of  District  IV.  In  early  spring,  bass  can  be  caught 
working  the  shallow  weed  flats  and  the  cypress  or  wil- 
low-studded areas  with  spinner  baits,  simulated  min- 
now-type baits  such  as  the  rapala  and  rebel,  and  topwater 
baits  such  as  the  Devil  Horse  and  Tiny  Torpedo.  During 


By  Michael  S.  Ewing 

Fisheries  Biologist 
District  IV  Supervisor 


this  time  of  year,  bass  can  also  be  found  in  the  currents  of 
inflows  and  runouts  and  caught  using  spinner  baits  and 
diving  crankbaits  such  as  the  Little-N  and  the  Midranger. 
When  the  water  is  still  a  little  muddy,  the  light  colors — 
white,  silver  and  chartruse — work  the  best. 
In  the  summer  and  into  the  fall,  anglers  have  success 
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fishing  the  piers  and  cypress  trees  in  deeper  water,  using 
plastic  worms,  topwater  lures  and  crankbaits.  As  the 
water  cools  in  the  winter,  jigs  fished  deep  and  slow  are 
favored . 

Crappie — The  crappie  is  a  popular  fish  in  the  District 
IV  area.  Both  the  white  and  black  crappie  are  found  in 
most  lakes.  Crappie  are  caught  almost  year  round  with 
shiners,  jigs  and  Beetle  Spins. 

In  early  spring,  as  the  water  begins  to  warm,  crappie 
move  into  shallow  spawning  areas  and  can  be  caught 
around  shoreline  trees  and  brush  in  two  to  six  feet  of 
water.  The  time  of  the  spawn  depends  on  the  water  tem- 
perature and  the  river  stage  in  the  active  oxbows. 

Fishing  is  best  in  the  Old  Rivers  when  they  are  out  of 
their  banks,  but  beginning  to  clear  and  fall  slowly.  The 
rest  of  the  year  crappie  can  be  caught  in  deeper  water 
around  submerged  brush  piles,  piers  and  the  bases  of  the 
deeper  cypress  trees. 

Bluegill — Bream  fishing  is  extremely  popular  in  the 
district,  with  the  big  bluegill  being  the  most  sought-after 
species  of  bream.  The  Old  Rivers  provide  some  of  the  best 
bream  fishing  anywhere  in  terms  of  size  and  quantity. 

Most  of  the  bream  are  caught  from  May  through  July 
when  they  occupy  their  shallow  spawning  beds  found  far 
back  in  the  flooded  woods.  Crickets  and  worms  are  the 
most  popular  baits.  Fly  fishing  with  popping  bugs  in 
white,  yellow  or  chartruse  is  quite  productive.  Using 
small  Beetle  Spins  on  ultralight  tackle  is  also  popular. 
Later  in  the  year,  bream  are  caught  a  little  deeper  around 
piers  and  trees,  using  worms. 


Hybrid  Striped  Bass — In  District  IV,  hybrid  striped 
bass  are  most  abundant  in  Lake  St.  John  and  Lake  Con- 
cordia, where  they  are  just  starting  to  become  popular. 
They  are  caught  trolling  using  the  Hot  Spot,  Mr.  Champ 
and  Little  George.  They  are  also  caught  fishing  the  deep 
holes  using  large  bucktail  jigs,  live  crawfish  and  small 
bluegills. 

At  certain  times  they  can  be  seen  schooling  at  the  sur- 
face feeding  on  shad.  This  occurs  mainly  in  the  summer 
and  fall  during  the  early  morning  and  later  evening  when 
the  water  is  calm.  They  can  then  be  caught  with  large 
shad-colored  topwater  lures  and  crankbaits. 

Lake  Bruin  is  the  only  lake  in  District  IV  that  had  been 
stocked  with  pure  striped  bass  and  survival  of  this  fish 
has  been  rather  poor,  so  the  lake  is  now  being  stocked 
with  the  hybrid. 

White  Bass — This  small  but  hard-fighting  relative  of 
the  striped  bass,  known  locally  as  the  bar  fish,  is  limited 
to  the  lakes  which  receive  flowing  river  water.  These  fish 
are  caught  mainly  in  early  spring  in  swiftly  flowing 
waters  of  chutes  and  runouts  in  the  Old  Rivers  and 
around  the  Catahoula  Diversion  Canal  Structure.  Thev 
are  caught  with  jigs,  speck  rigs  and  small  spinner  baits. 

Catfish — Catfish  are  taken  throughout  the  vear  in 
most  lakes  and  rivers  in  District  IV.  They  are  caught  with 
rod  and  reel,  yo-yos  and  trotlines.  Many  baits  are  used, 
including  night  crawlers,  crawfish  and  blood  baits. 
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Largemouth 

White 

Yellow 

Hybrid 

AREA 

Lake  Type 

Bass 

Crappie 

Bluegill 

Bass 

Bass 

Striper 

Catfish 

Bayou  Macon  Cutoffs 

Nos.  1,  2,  &  3 

Manmade 

Fair 

Fair 

Fair 

— 

— 

Fair 

Fab- 

Black  River  Lake 

Manmade 

Fair 

Fair 

Fair 

— 

— 

— 

Fair 

Lake  Bruin 

Oxbow 

Good 

Good 

Good 

— 

Good 

— 

Fair 

Lake  Concordia 

Oxbow 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Good 

— 

— 

Good 

Excellent 

Eagle  Lake 

Oxbow 

Fair 

Good 

Fair 

— 

— 

— 

Fair 

Horseshoe  Lake 

Oxbow 

Fair 

Good 

Fair 

— 





Fair 

Lake  Lafourche 

Impoundment 

Fair 

Good 

Fair 

— 

— 

— 

Fair 

Larto-Saline 

Natural  back- 

Complex 

water  Complex 

Good 

Excellent 

Fair 

— 

— 

— 

Excellent 

Lake  Louie 

Impoundment 

Fair 

Good 

Fair 

— 

— 

— 

Fair 

Lower  Sunk 

Alluvial  flood — 

Lake 

plain  lake 

Good 

Fair 

Fair 

— 

— 

— 

Fair 

Old  River,  Vidalia 

Active  oxbow 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Good 

— 

— 

Good 

Old  River,  Deer  Park 

Active  oxbow 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Good 

— 

— 

Good 

Palmyra  Lake 

Active  oxbow 

Good 

Excellent 

Good 

Excellent 

— 

— 

Good 

Lake  St.  John 

Oxbow 

Good 

Excellent 

Excellent 

— 

Excellent 

Good 

Excellent 

Lake  St.  Joseph 

Oxbow 

Fair 

Good 

Good 

— 

— 

— 

Fair 

Tew  Lake 

Oxbow 

Fair 

Good 

Fair 

— 

— 

Fair 

Good 

Turkey  Creek  Lake 

Impoundment 

Good 

Good 

Good 

— 

— 

— 

Fair 

Wallace  Lake 

Oxbow 

Fair 

Good 

Fair 

— 

— 

Fair 

Good 

Yucatan 

Active  oxbow 

Good 

Excellent 

Good 

Excellent 

— 

— 

Good 
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By  David  C.  Arnoldi 

Fisheries  Biologist 
District  V  Supervisor 


Crappie — The  Hopewell  Bridge  at  Bundick  Lake  has 
had  excellent  crappie  fishing  with  shiners  the  past  two 
years  in  early  spring.  Marsh  crappie  fishing  with  jigs  or 
shiners  can  be  very  productive  in  spring. 

From  spring  through  fall,  Beetle  Spins  can  be  effective, 
particularly  white  with  a  red  shoulder  spot.  Many  people 
search  for  crappie  with  red  and  white  rubber-skirted  jigs, 
and  upon  catching  change  over  to  shiners.  Deeper  chan- 
nels produce  well  in  summer  with  shiners. 

Red  Drum — Red  drum,  or  redfish,  were  caught  abun- 
dantly in  many  coastal  areas  in  1983,  with  prospects  for 
1984  just  as  good.  Shrimp,  Mann  grubs,  Johnson  spoons 
and  small  crabs  are  the  best  bait  for  red  drum. 

Some  of  the  best  areas  for  reds  are  Rockefeller  Refuge, 
Sabine  Refuge,  West  Cove,  the  Old  Jetties  in  Calcasieu 
Lake,  Grand  Bayou  and  Industrial  Canal.  Lake  Charles 
often  has  abundant  redfish  in  late  fall.  This  species 
"spooks"  easily,  so  troll  or  drift  into  prime  areas  with  a 
minimum  of  noise. 

Spotted  Seatrout — Spotted  seatrout,  or  more  com- 
monly speckled  trout,  had  an  extremely  poor  year  in 
1984.  The  December  1983  freeze  and  poor  reproductive 
years  in  1982  and  1983  both  affected  angling.  Speckled 
trout  of  less  than  one  pound  should  be  more  in  abun- 
dance this  year,  with  a  smaller  number  of  three  to  five 
pounders  caught. 
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White,  chartreuse  and  whiskey  colored  Stingray  grubs 
and  Touts  work  well  for  this  species,  with  or  without  a 
popping  cork.  Shrimp,  either  live  or  frozen,  shad  rings 
and  silver  spoons  also  work  well.  The  larger  specks  are 
solitary,  and  are  fished  by  drifting  or  trolling  with  grubs 
or  shrimp.  Shad  rigs  work  well  with  schooling  trout.  Drift 
or  troll  quietly  into  actively  feeding  schools;  the  sound  of 
a  motor  will  immediately  disperse  the  school. 

Flounder — Flounder  fishing  is  best  from  summer 
through  fall,  either  by  fishing  shallow  areas  with  shrimp, 
or  by  gigging  in  sand  and  mud  flats  at  night.  Watch  areas 
near  the  banks  for  small  fish  and  shrimp  skitting  the  sur- 
face; chances  are  you  will  have  flounder  or  even  redfish 
present.  Flounder  will  frequent  submerged  grasses  along 
shore  in  search  of  food. 

Drum — Black  drum  are  easily  caught  with  shrimp 
along  the  Cameron  Jetties,  in  Calcasieu  Lake,  up  to  Lake 
Charles  from  spring  through  fall.  Calcasieu  Lake  has  40- 
plus-pound  lunkers,  particularly  near  the  old  Jetties. 
Most  drum  are  caught  by  bank  fishermen. 

Pickerel — An  excellent  sport  fishery  for  pickerel  exists 
at  Chicot  Lake.  Spinner  baits  such  as  H&H  lures  are  most 
widely  used  for  this  species.  Note  that  during  1985  Chicot 
Lake  will  be  drawn  down  entirely  for  renovations. 
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Largemouth  Bass — Largemouth  bass  fishing  in  Dis- 
trict V  should  be  good  to  excellent  in  1985.  In  winter,  solid 
black  or  grape  worms,  black  jigging  eels,  Jig  &  Pigs  and 
Rattle  Traps  should  be  effective  in  lakes  and  rivers.  In  the 
marsh,  include  small  white  spinner  baits. 

In  spring,  use  spinner  baits,  lizards,  plastic  worms  and 
white  and  crawfish-colored  Minifins.  Best  bets  in  sum- 
mertime are  black  or  grape  metal-flaked  worms,  with  or 
without  firetail.  Fish  crankbaits  near  stumps  and  deep 
channels  in  summer.  In  fall,  use  buzz  baits,  spinner  baits 
in  shallows,  and  plastic  worms  and  lizards  in  channels. 

Spotted  Bass — The  Sabine  River,  upper  Calcasieu 
River,  Ouiska  Chitto  and  small  tributaries  offer  excellent 
spotted  bass  fishing.  Best  fishing  is  late  summer  and  fall, 
when  the  creeks  are  relatively  clear.  Best  lures  are  H&H 
spinner  baits  with  tan  skirts,  and  crawfish-colored  plugs 
and  beetles.  The  most  limiting  factor  for  fishing  this  spe- 
cies is  lack  of  water  clarity.  Fish  particularly  around  snags 
which  cause  whirlpools. 

Bream — Redear  bream  are  the  most  popular  sunfish 
in  District  V.  Springtime  spawning  season  is  best,  with 


crickets  and  worms.  Bluegill  can  be  caught  with  crickets, 
worms,  shrimp  or  popping  bugs.  In  rivers,  goggle-eye  are 
best  caught  with  worms  or  shrimp,  and  longear  sunfish 
with  the  above  lures  or  with  Beetle  Spins. 

Striped  Bass — In  early  spring,  the  Calcasieu  River 
above  the  Salt  Water  Barrier  often  has  fair  numbers  of 
striped  bass  feeding  on  shad  and  menhaden.  Deep  water 
or  surface  plugs  which  are  silver  or  bone-colored  work 
well,  especially  those  with  a  shad  form. 

Hybrid  Striped  Bass — Bundick  Lake  and  Bundick 
Creek,  below  the  lake,  offer  excellent  hybrid  striped  bass 
fishing,  with  sizes  ranging  from  one  to  five  pounds.  Silver 
crankbaits,  crappie  jigs  and  bucktails  are  the  lures  of 
choice  for  this  supreme  fighter. 

Catfish — Hook-and-line  fishing  for  catfish  is  best  with 
worms,  shrimp,  cheese  or  minnows.  The  favorite  meth- 
ods in  District  V,  particularly  marsh  areas,  are  slat  traps 
and  trotlines  baited  with  cheese,  meal  cake  or  buffalo.  For 
flathead  catfish,  the  best  bait  is  live  sunfish  or  small 
bullheads. 


DISTRICT  V— Fishing  Forecast 


I.  FRESHWATER 

Largemouth 

Spotted 

Striped 

AREA 

Bass 

Bass 

Bream 

Bass 

Hybrid 

Catfish 

Crappie 

Bundick  Lake 

Good 

Fair 

Fair 

— 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Crooked  Creek  Res. 

Good 

— 

Good 

— 

— 

Good 

Fair 

Calcasieu  River 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Fair 

Fair 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Sabine  River 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Fair 

— 

Good 

Good 

Sabine  Refuge 

Fair 

— 

Fair 

— 

— 

Excellent 

Good 

Lacassine  Refuge 

Good 

— 

Good 

— 

— 

Excellent 

Good 

Chicot  Lake 

Excellent 

— 

Excellent 

— 

— 

Fair 

Excellent 

Ouiska  Chitto/ 

Six  Mile  Creek 

Good 

Excellent 

Good 

Fair 

— 

Good 

Good 

II.  SALTWATER 


AREA 


Red  Drum 


Spotted  Seatrout 


Flounder 


Drum 


Calcasieu  Lake 

Excellent 

Prien  Lake/Lk.  Chas. 

Fair 

Sabine  Lake 

Excellent 

Rockefeller  Refuge 

Excellent 

Sabine  Refuge 

Excellent 

Industrial  Canal 

Excellent 

March/April  1985 

Fair 
Fair 
Fair 
Fair 
Fair 
Fair 


Good 

Excellent 

Fair 

Fair 

Good 

Excellent 

Good 

Good 

Fair 

Good 

Fair 

Fair 
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AVOYELLES ' 

j  Spring  Bayou 


By  Gary  Tilyou 

Fisheries  Biologist 
District  VI  Supervisor 


District  VI  offers  a  wide  variety  of  freshwater  fishing 
from  the  headwaters  of  the  Atchafalaya  River  to  the  scat- 
tered bar  pits  and  small  impoundments  created  by  road 
and  levee  construction. 

The  Atchafalaya  River  and  its  basin  comprise  a  major 
sports  fishery  Backwater  lakes  within  the  levees  such  as 
Cow  Island,  Lost  Lake  and  Warner  Lake  offer  excellent 
fishing  when  water  conditions  are  favorable.  Recent  con- 
trolled drawdowns  at  Spring  Bayou  are  restoring  this 
once-famed  fishing  spot.  False  River  continues  to  grow 
fish  of  trophy  size  and  limits  of  crappie  and  bream  are 
common  on  Old  River. 

January-March — These  are  good  bass  and  crappie 
months.  Areas  to  check  include  Henderson  Lake,  False 
River  and,  in  1986,  Cow  Island.  Fish  are  generally  deeper 
during  these  months,  so  baits  must  be  used  with  this  in 
mind.  Fishing  for  white  bass  and  hybrids  may  be  good  de- 
pending upon  conditions.  Look  for  these  fish  during  the 
cool  months  near  structures  or  mixing  water. 

April-June — Crappie  should  start  showing  up  on 
beds  during  April,  followed  by  bass  and  then  by  bream. 
Old  River,  Spring  Bayou,  the  Atchafalaya  Basin  and  back- 
water lakes  are  good  places  to  monitor  for  bedding  crap- 
pie. If  minnows  are  unsuccessful,  try  jigs. 


Two  favorite  areas  for  fishing  bream  are  Old  River  and 
Henderson  Lake.  If  you  fish  for  hybrids,  keep  track  of  the 
water  situation  in  False  River.  When  the  water  starts  to 
fall  but  is  still  going  out  Lighthouse  Canal,  make  plans  for 
a  trip.  Freshwater  drum  fishing  can  be  excellent  this  time 
of  year.  Bring  along  crawfish  and  a  large  ice  chest.  Fish  in 
the  current  with  just  enough  weight  to  keep  your  bait  on 
the  bottom. 

July-August — Many  fishermen  stay  off  the  water 
during  these  months.  This  is  the  time  of  year  to  catch 
deep  water  bass  and  crappie.  Fly  fishing  with  popping 
bugs  for  bream  is  sometimes  good  in  small  lakes  or  ca- 
nals. This  is  also  a  good  time  for  jug-fishing  for  catfish 
with  the  bait  about  two  feet  above  the  bottom  when  jug- 
fishing. 

September-December — Local  rainfall  and  northern 
fronts  influence  fishing  during  these  months.  Bass  fish- 
ing usually  starts  to  improve  in  November.  Fish  the  nar- 
rows or  structures  in  local  bayous  when  high  water  starts 
to  clear.  Crappie  fishing  is  good  in  early  fall  but  improves 
as  the  temperature  drops.  Drum  fishing  is  good  again 
during  this  period  and  is  best  in  the  swift  mixing  water 
following  rains. 
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Largemouth  Bass — Largemouth  bass  can  be  taken  in 
District  VI  throughout  the  year.  The  larger,  trophy-size 
bass  are  usually  caught  in  impoundments  such  as  False 
River  while  large  numbers  of  smaller  fish  are  caught  in 
backwater  areas  such  as  the  Atchafalaya  Basin. 

Fishing  techniques  are  varied,  depending  on  water 
temperature  and  color,  time  of  day,  weather  conditions 
and  personal  preference.  Generally,  bass  are  caught  in 
hot  and  cold  months  by  using  baits  which  dive  or  sink  be- 
low the  first  eight  feet  of  water.  As  water  temperatures 
moderate,  fish  can  be  taken  nearer  the  surface. 

Hybrid  Striped  Bass — False  River  is  the  place,  and 
the  major  season  for  catching  hybrids  is  late  winter 
through  early  summer.  The  "hot  spot"  on  False  River  is 
the  entrance  to  Light  House  Canal  on  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  lake.  Hybrids  school  in  this  area  when  water  is 
overflowing  the  lake  into  the  canal.  Baits  include  spoons, 
crankbaits  and  large  jigs.  When  fish  are  not  schooling  by 
the  canal,  they  must  be  located  either  by  trolling  or  with 
depth  recorders. 

White  Bass — While  very  few  fishermen  actively  pur- 
sue white  bass,  this  species  may  be  caught  at  times  in 
large  quantities.  White  bass  are  taken  in  winter  and 
spring  months  where  water  flow  patterns  are  changed  or 
restricted.  This  occurs  where  bayous  intersect  or  on  the 
points  of  small  islands.  Crankbaits  or  spoons  in  flashy, 
shad  patterns  are  often  successful.  The  Atchafalaya  Basin 
and  Henderson  lake  are  the  most  productive  areas. 

Bluegill,  Redear  Sunfish  and  Warmouth — These 
fish  are  caught  successfully  in  almost  all  water  bodies  in 
District  VI,  but  some  areas  are  noted  for  larger  fish.  Bull 
bream  areas  include  Henderson  Lake,  Old  River  and  the 
Atchafalaya  Basin.  Chinquapin  beds  at  False  River  and 
Old  River  are  often  crowded  with  fishermen  during  the 
spawning  season  of  late  May-July. 

Record  size  goggle-eyes  have  been  taken  out  of  the  At- 
chafalaya Basin.  These  species  are  usually  fished  with 
live  bait  such  as  worms,  crickets  and  grubs.  Other  anglers 
prefer  to  use  artificial  baits  such  as  small  jigs.  Fly  fishing 


with  poppers  is  productive  in  summer  and  fall  months 
for  bluegill. 

Crappie — Crappie  is  probably  the  most  sought-after 
fish  in  District  VI.  This  preference  is  due  largely  to  its 
good  size  and  seasonal  abundance. 

Crappie  fishing  is  not  restricted  to  large  water  bodies. 
Often,  limits  of  crappie  are  taken  from  small  lakes  or 
water  systems.  Although  crappie  can  be  taken  year 
round,  primary  fishing  is  in  December-July.  Crappie  are 
one  of  the  first  species  of  fish  to  move  to  shallower  water 
in  the  spring.  Once  crappie  have  moved  off  beds  in  later 
spring,  they  are  usually  found  in  tree  branches  and  other 
submerged  cover. 

Baits  used  are  primarily  jigs  and  shiner,  with  many 
fishermen  believing  one  is  better  than  the  other  in  certain 
lakes.  Jig  preference  is  often  related  to  water  color.  Bright, 
colorful  jigs  are  used  in  clear  water,  white  jigs  in  milky 
water  and  yellow,  off-yellow  and  black  jigs,  in  muddy 
water. 

Catfish — Catfish  are  usually  caught  in  District  VI  by 
people  using  trotlines  or  slat  traps.  Manv  bayous  are 
fished  when  water  starts  to  recede  after  high  water  con- 
ditions. Trotlines  are  very  effective  in  overflow  regions  of 
the  Atchafalaya  River  during  March-Julv.  Jug-fishing 
(weighed  hook  and  line  tied  to  a  float)  is  popular  in  low 
water  conditions.  Angling  for  catfish  is  sporadic. 

A  prime  spot  in  District  VI  is  in  the  Atchafalava  River 
near  Krotz  Springs  by  the  grain  elevator.  Baits  used  for 
catfish  include  worms,  crawfish,  shad  and  dough  baits. 

Freshwater  Drum — Many  sport  anglers  in  District  VI 
like  to  catch  a  few  goo  "for  the  pot."  Crawfish  is  the 
standard  bait,  but  often  just  the  head  is  used  or  the  car- 
apace is  removed  to  expose  the  fat. 

Fishing  for  gaspergoo  is  usuallv  conducted  at  or  near  a 
water  control  structure  such  as  the  ones  at  Old  River  Di- 
version Channel,  the  Bavou  Courtableau  floodgates  on 
the  West  Atchafalava  Protection  Levee,  the  pontoon 
bridge  south  of  Henderson,  or  the  entrance  of  Light 
House  Canal  on  False  River. 


DISTRICT  VI— Fishing  Forecast 


AREA 


Largemouth 

Bass  Warmouth        Crappie     Bluegill      Redear 


Hybrid 
Striped 
Bass 


Catfish 


Freshwater 
Drum 


Atchafalaya  River  Basin 

Good 

Excellent 

False  River 

Excellent 

Fair 

Henderson  Lake 

Good 

Good 

Old  River 

Fair 

Good 

Spring  Bayou 

Good 

Fair 

Half-Moon 

Good 

Fair 

March/April  1985 

Excellent  Excellent  Fair 

Excellent  Good  Good 

Excellent  Excellent  Good 

Excellent  Excellent  Fair 

Good  Good  Fair 

Good  Excellent  Fair 


— 

Excellent 

Good 

Excellent 

Good 

Good 

— 

Good 

Good 

— 

Fair 

Good 

— 

Fair 

— 

— 

Good 

— 
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DISTRICT  1 


Lake 
Ponfchartrain 


By  Richard  S.  Brassette 

Fisheries  Biologist 
District  VII  Supervisor 


Some  of  the  most  enjoyable  fishing  may  be  found  in 
that  portion  of  Louisiana  commonly  known  as  the  "Flor- 
ida Parishes."  This  nine-parish  area  comprises  District 
VII  and  is  located  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  north 
of  Lake  Pontchartrain  and  Lake  Maurepas. 

The  district's  primary  habitat  for  sportfishing  is  in  the 
form  of  swift-flowing  rivers  and  streams.  Water  temper- 
ature and  rainfall  in  the  stream's  watershed  are  factors 
which  greatlv  influence  angler  success.  After  periods  of 
heavy  rainfall,  fishing  is  curtailed  for  several  days. 

Although  this  area  provides  some  of  the  finest  fishing 
available,  access  in  manv  instances  is  limited.  As  a  result, 
float  fishing  is  one  of  the  most  popular  methods  for  an- 
gling in  District  VII,  considered  by  many  to  be  one  of  the 
most  scenic  areas  of  the  state. 

Black  Bass — Both  largemouth  bass  and  spotted  bass 
occur  throughout  District  VII  and  are  undoubtedly  the 
most  sought-after  freshwater  sportfish  in  this  area. 
Largemouth  bass  are  more  common  in  areas  with  slower- 
moving  water,  while  the  spotted  bass  are  more  prevalent 
in  the  swift-flowing  streams  and  rivers.  It  is  not  uncom- 
mon, however,  to  catch  both  species  in  the  same  area. 

March  through  May  are  usually  considered  the  most 
productive  months.  During  the  fall,  good  angler  success 
occurs  during  October  and  November.  Depending  on  the 
time  of  vear,  the  most  popular  lures  are  the  light-colored 
spinner  baits,  floating-diving  type  crankbaits,  and  top- 
water  plugs.  Live  crawfish  are  also  very  effective,  espe- 
cially' for  spotted  bass. 

Crappie — This  species  occurs  in  the  larger  river  sys- 
tems as  well  as  their  tributaries.  Although  many  are 
caught  in  deeper  water  during  the  winter  months,  angler 
success  increases  when  water  temperatures  reach  60°.  At 


this  time,  crappie  begin  schooling  up  and  move  into  shal- 
lower water  for  spawning,  which  occurs  when  water  tem- 
peratures reach  68°.  The  best  months  are  usually  March 
through  May. 

Ideal  habitat  includes  areas  with  underwater  structures 
such  as  the  base  of  trees,  brush  piles,  stumps,  boat  docks, 
logjams,  treetops  and  submerged  vegetation.  The  most 
popular  baits  for  crappie  are  shiners,  jigs  and  night 
crawlers. 

Bream — There  are  several  bream  species  widely  dis- 
tributed throughout  District  VII.  The  redear  and  bluegill 
are  considered  the  most  popular  species.  Redear  are  har- 
vested year-round  but  appear  more  often  in  the  angler's 
catch  during  the  spawning  season,  which  usually  occurs 
from  April  to  June.  At  this  time,  they  tend  to  congregate 
in  shallow  water  around  stumps,  roots  and  logs.  Earth- 
worms, crickets  and  grubs  are  the  most  popular  baits. 

Bluegill  may  be  caught  throughout  the  year.  Angler 
success  is  best  during  the  spawning  season,  which  occurs 
during  the  summer  months  but  may  be  extended  if  warm 
weather  persists.  In  winter,  bluegill  may  be  found  in 
deeper  water.  Good  habitat  includes  grass  beds,  sub- 
merged treetops,  brush  piles  and  other  debris.  The  most 
popular  baits  are  worms,  crickets  and  small  spinners. 

Another  species  worthy  of  mention  is  the  rock  bass. 
This  fish  occurs  in  Louisiana  only  in  the  swift-flowing  riv- 
ers and  streams  found  in  District  VII.  Angler  interest  in 
rock  bass  is  low,  and  they  are  usually  caught  incidentally 
to  fishing  for  other  species.  They  may  be  caught  on  a  va- 
riety of  baits  such  as  shiners,  earthworms,  crickets  and 
crawfish.  Rock  bass  are  often  misidentified  as  warmouth 
but  can  be  differentiated  by  the  six  spines  in  the  anal  fin 
while  the  warmouth  has  only  three. 
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Catfish — Sportfishing  for  catfish  is  very  popular  with 
anglers  in  District  VII,  and  catch  success  is  considered 
good  to  excellent  in  most  areas.  The  most  commonly 
caught  species  are  channel,  blue  and  flathead  catfish  and 
bullheads.  Popular  methods  for  taking  catfish  are  trot- 
lines,  limb  lines,  yo-yos  and  rod  and  reel.  The  most  effec- 
tive baits  include  night  crawlers,  blood  baits,  shrimp,  raw 
chicken  scraps  and  soap  cut  in  small  pieces.  Limb  lines 
and  trotlines  baited  with  live  sunfish  are  a  popular 
method  of  fishing  for  flatheads. 

Increased  salinites  in  the  western  portion  of  Lake 
Pontchartrain  and  eastern  portion  of  Lake  Maurepas 


brought  about  by  southeast  winds  have  a  negative  influ- 
ence on  catch  rates  of  catfish  in  these  areas.  Also  affected 
are  the  lower  portions  of  the  tributaries  of  these  lakes. 

Striped  Bass — This  species  is  most  commonly  caught 
between  March  and  June.  At  that  time  the  stripers  are 
moving  up  into  the  larger  river  systems  during  their  an- 
nual spring  run.  The  majority  taken  are  relatively  small, 
usually  two  to  six  pounds.  Popular  baits  are  live  shad, 
bucktail  jigs  and  shad-colored  crankbaits.  In  many  in- 
stances, stripers  are  caught  by  anglers  out  for  largemouth 
bass. 


DISTRICT  VII— Fishing  Forecast 


AREA 

Black  Bass 

Crappie 

Bluegill 

Redear 

Catfish 

Striped  Bass 

Amite  River 

Good 

Good 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 



Tickfaw  River 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Excellent 



Tangipahoa  River 

Good 

Fair 

Fair 

Fair 

Excellent 

— 

Tchefuncte  River 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Excellent 

Fair 

Bogue  Falaya  River 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Fair 

Bogue  Chitto  River 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

— 

Pearl  River 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Excellent 

Fair 

Blind  River 

Good 

Good 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 



Pushepatapa  Creek* 

Excellent 

Fair 

Fair 

Fair 

Good 

— 

Chappepeela  Creek* 

Excellent 

Fair 

Fair 

Fair 

Good 

— 

Lake  Maurepas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Excellent 

— 

Lake  Pontchartrain 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Good 

Fair 

(Extreme  eastern 

portion) 

^Restricted  to  float  fishing  due  to  limited  access 


DISTRICT  8 


By  Howard  E.  Rogillio 

Fisheries  Biologist 
District  VII!  Supervisor 


District  VIII,  covering  13  parishes  in  southeastern  Lou- 
isiana, is  blessed  with  both  freshwater  and  saltwater  an- 
gling. Since  76  percent  of  all  the  water  in  our  state  is 
found  in  District  VIII,  residents  of  our  area  do  not  have 
very  far  to  travel  to  wet  a  line. 

There  are  in  excess  of  a  thousand  lakes,  bavous,  la- 
goons and  rivers  from  which  to  choose.  A  fisherman 
could  spend  his  entire  life  time  fishing  District  VIII  and 
never  fish  the  same  place  twice.  However,  this  is  not  rec- 
ommended: Stick  to  a  few  selected  areas  for  best  results. 

In  order  to  cover  our  vast  district,  we  will  name  a  spe- 
cific fishing  location;  however,  this  location  will  in  realitv 
comprise  a  large  system  of  interconnecting  lakes,  bavous. 
canals  and  marshes.  In  manv  cases  the  surrounding  area 
mav  produce  better  than  the  lake  itself. 

Please  Note — District  VIII  data  for  largemouth  bass, 
crappie,  redear,  bluegill  and  catfish  corresponds  to  that 
given  for  District  I  in  this  forecast. 

Striped  Bass — In  District  VIII,  the  Mississippi  River 
(mouth)  and  the  Atchafalava  River  are  the  best  areas. 
Your  best  time  for  these  fish  is  from  February  through 
April,  which  is  when  the  males  congregate  prior  to 
spawning  with  the  females  in  March  and  April. 


March/April  1985 
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Hybrid  Striped  Bass — This  fish  has  been  introduced 
into  Bavou  St.  John  in  New  Orleans.  Fishermen  have  been 
successful  using  treble  hooks  rigged  with  shad  and  men- 
haden during  the  spring. 

Spotted  Seatrout — The  "Speck"  is  the  most  sought- 
after  saltwater  species  in  Louisiana.  In  general,  fishing  in 
southeastern  Louisiana  is  excellent  during  the  spring  and 
fall.  There  are  probably  more  spotted  seatrout  in  this  re- 
gion than  all  the  other  Gulf  states  combined. 

Many  baits  produce  well:  popping  cork  rig,  spoons, 
shad  rig,  Trout  Tout,  Mirrorlure,  Sparkle  Beetle  and  nat- 
ural baits  (shrimp,  menhaden,  etc.).  Tidal  conditions  are 
verv  important,  with  a  falling  tide  producing  the  best 
catch. 

Sand  Seatrout — White  trout  are  of  less  importance  to 
the  anglers.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  low  abundance 
and  the  soft  or  weak  bodv.  The  white  trout  is  caught  in 
higher  salinities  near  the  Gulf.  Baits  are  the  same  as  those 
used  for  spotted  seatrout. 

Red  Drum — The  redfish,  bull  reds  and  rat  reds,  are 
our  second  most  popular  species  in  this  district.  Again, 
spring  and  fall  are  the  "hottest"  times  of  the  year.  Bull 
reds  over  10  pounds  are  caught  during  the  fall  near  the 
passes  that  lead  to  the  Gulf.  Rat  reds  under  10  pounds  are 


caught  in  the  interior  year  round  and  provide  a  much  bet- 
ter quality  food  source. 

Baits  vary  only  slightly  from  spotted  seatrout.  The  pop- 
ping cork  with  shrimp,  mullet  and  crab  make  the  best 
choice.  Falling  tides  produce  the  better  catches. 

Southern  Flounder — Flounder  is  another  very  pop- 
ular species  in  southeastern  Louisiana.  The  fall  usually  is 
the  best  season;  however,  the  spring  also  produces  excel- 
lent catches.  Usually,  live  or  fresh  bait  is  preferred 
(shrimp).  It  is  also  very  popular  sport  to  gig  for  flounder 
in  the  shallows  at  night  with  the  aid  of  a  light  during 
spring  and  fall  along  the  Gulf. 

Atlantic  Croaker — Croakers  are  the  most  abundant 
of  all  thesportfish  in  Louisiana.  Although  they  inhabit  all 
the  coastal  area,  the  larger  ones  (three  to  five  pounds)  are 
caught  around  the  offshore  rigs.  Live  bait  or  fresh  shrimp 
produce  the  best  catches. 

Black  Drum — This  fish  also  makes  up  part  of  our 
creel.  The  smaller  black  drum  produce  the  best  quality  as 
a  food  source.  The  larger  ones  usually  have  more  para- 
sites and  are  caught  for  sport  only.  The  larger  fish  feed 
primarily  on  clams  and  oysters  and  thus  are  much  harder 
to  catch.  The  smaller  ones  will  take  fresh  shrimp. 
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FRESHWATER  AREAS 


DISTRICT  VIII— Fishing  Forecast 


Area 


L.M. 
Bass 


Blue- 
Crappie     gill 


Redear 


Str. 
Bass 


Hybrid     Catfish 


Saltwater 
Species 


Atchafalaya  Basin* 
L.  Boeuf* 
B.  St.  John  & 

City  Park  L 
L.  Des  Allemands* 

&  adjoining  bayous 

L.  Cataouatche* 
L.  Salvadore* 
L.  Fausse  Pointe* 
L.  Penchant 

Complex 
L.  Theriot 

Terrebonne  marshes* 
L.  Verret* 
Grassy  Lake* 
L.  Palourde* 
Mississippi  River 

Delta* 


Excellent    Excellent    Excellent    Excellent    Fair 
Good  Good  Excellent    Excellent    — 


Fair 


Fair 


Good  Excellent  Good 

(B.  Chevreil) 

Fair  Good  Good 

Fair  Fair  Good 

Good         Good  Good 


Fair 

Good 

Good 
Good 
Good 


I  ,ni 


Excellent 

Lower  End 

Good 

— 

restocked 

1984 

Occasionally 

Excellent 

— 

Excellent 



Excellent 

— 

Good 

— 

Good  Fair  Good  Good  —  Good 

Good  Good  Good  Good  —  Good 

(Some  of  this  surrounding  area  produces  excellent  catches  of  freshwater  fish) 
Excellent    Good  Good  Good  —  Excellent 

Excellent    Good  Good  Good  —  Excellent 

Fair  Fair  Fair  Fair  Good 


Excellent    Excellent    Excellent    Excellent    Good 


Excellent 


Excellent  in 
Fall 


*Also  includes  vast  surrounding  water  system 


SALTWATER  AREAS 


Spotted 

Red 

Black 

White 

Area 

Seatrout 

Fish 

Flounder 

Croaker 

Drum 

Trout 

Comment 

Will  vary  with  fresh 

L.  Pontchartrain  E. 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

— 

water  induction 

L.  Borgne,  Shell  Beach  & 

Excellent  spec  trout-fall 

Biloxi  Complex 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Fair 

Excellent  Bull  Red-fall 

Hopedale  and  Delacroix 

Excellent  Bull  Red-fall 

Complex 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Fair 

Excellent  spec  trout-fall 

Pointe  a  la  Hache 

Excellent  spec  trout-fall 

Complex 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Fair 

Excellent  Bull  Red-fall 

Good  freshwater  at  Miss.  River  water  introduction  sources 

Breton  and  Chandeleur 

Sound 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Earlv  spring  &  fall 

Venice 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Good 

Good 

Charter  boats  available 

Excellent  f 

■eshwater  at 

mouth  of  Miss.  Rwer 

Barataria  Bay 

Charter  boats  available  at 

Complex* 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Good 

Good 
Excellent** 

Grand  Isle 
**near  Gulf 

Fourchon* 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Good 

Excellent 

Mostly  offshore 
Barataria  Cocodrie  area  is 
the  most  productive 

Cocodrie  Complex* 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

Excellent 

fishing  in  the  state. 

Atchafalaya  Bay 

Complex 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Fair 

Freshwater  in  spring 

Vermillion  Bay 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Fair 

Good  to  Excellent  from 
August-December 

*  Between  these  locations  is  found  the  best  spotted  seatrout  and  Red  drum  fishing  am/where  along  the  Gulf  coast. 
March/April  1985 


-9 


Recipe  for  Restoration 


* 


The  potential  for  wild  turkey  restoration  in  Louisiana  is 
much  greater  than  was  once  imagined  and  thanks  to  an  aggressive 
restocking  effort  the  return  of  this  majestic  bird  is  well  underway. 


By  Dan  Dennett 
Turkey  Study  Leader 

Photography  by  Guy  LaBranche 


IN  1946,  after  department  biologist  F.  D.  Hollis  had 
completed  his  inventory  of  the  turkey  populations  in 
Louisiana,  it  became  evident  that  the  wild  turkey 
was  at  its  lowest  level  since  man  had  become  involved  in 
wildlife  management.  According  to  the  data  developed 
bv  Hollis,  the  total  statewide  population  at  that  time  was 
1,463  birds.  This  probably  was  not  a  completely  precise 
figure,  but  it  did  accuratelv  depict  the  alarming  status  of 
the  turkey  in  our  state  and  it  left  no  doubt  in  the  minds 
of  department  biologists  that  this  majestic  game  bird 
was  teetering  on  the  verge  of  extinction.  It  was  therefore 
obvious  that  a  restoration  project  must  be  implemented 
as  soon  as  possible  if  the  wild  turkey  were  to  survive. 
From  this  low  ebb,  the  wild  turkey  has  made  steady 
progress. 
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While  the  restoration  process  is  far  from  complete,  the 
turkey  is  now  plentiful  enough  to  support  hunting 
seasons,  has  a  steadily  growing  following  of  hunters, 
and  is  reasonably  secure  from  the  threat  of  extinction. 
Early  studies  of  the  general  limiting  factors  and  develop- 
ment potential  of  turkeys  led  Dr.  Lyle  St.  Amant  in 
1959  to  predict  that  "the  total  population  should  exceed 
9,000  birds."  We  now  know  that  this  estimate  was 
highly  conservative,  since  statewide  populations  are 
presently  believed  to  already  total  approximately  16,500 
wild  turkeys. 

We  have  also  come  to  realize  that  the  wild  turkey  is  a 
much  more  adaptable  creature  than  we  formerly  thought 
and  will  flourish  on  lands  considered  marginal  turkey 
habitat  at  best. 

This  is  indeed  a  timely  revelation  for  today  there  is  a 
tremendous  demand  for  wild  turkey  hunting  and  each 
season  seems  to  bring  forth  a  new  wave  of  turkey 
hunting  enthusiasts.  With  these  facts  in  mind  it  is  easy 
to  see  that  if  the  present  level  of  demand  is  to  be  met, 
then  all  suitable  habitat  must  be  restocked. 
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The  potential  for  restoration  is  limited  primarily  by 
the  amount  of  suitable  habitat  presently  available,  a 
quantity  that  declines  almost  daily  as  man's  land  use 
priorities  change.  The  economic  pressures  that  cause 
bottomland  forests  to  be  converted  to  cropland,  stream 
bottoms  to  be  dammed  and  developed  into  reservoirs, 
and  forests  to  be  converted  from  long-term  harvest 
rotation  to  short-term  harvest  rotation  all  have  a  devas- 
tating and  lasting  impact  on  turkey  restoration  potential. 
But,  in  spite  of  these  more  obvious  examples  of  negative 
habitat  influences,  there  are  many  habitat  types  that 
remain  relatively  stable  and  offer  a  bright  future  for  wild 
turkey  populations. 

While  available  habitat  is  a  crucial  part  of  wild  turkey 
restoration,  it  is  important  to  point  out  that  the  speed 
of  the  restoration  program  is  governed  solely  by  the 
availability  of  live  trapped  turkeys.  Even  in  areas  of  high 
populations,  these  birds  are  extremely  difficult  to  trap 
and  only  a  small  number  can  be  relocated  each  year. 

At  this  point,  it  is  probably  appropriate  to  discuss  the 
turkey  population  potential  of  each  of  our  major 
ecological  types.  History  tells  us  that  Louisiana  origi- 
nally had  turkey  populations  in  all  of  the  upland 
and  pine-hardwood  forests.  Also,  we  know  that  the 
wild  turkey  probably  never  occurred  in  the  cypress- 
tupelo  swamp  areas  of  the  lower  Mississippi  or  lower 
Atchafalaya  basins,  the  prairie  region,  or  the  coastal 
marshes.  These  expanses  of  lands  having  no  turkey 
potential  are  one  reason  why  Louisiana  will  never  be 
able  to  support  the  high  turkey  populations  found 
in  other  southern  states  having  primarily  upland  habitat. 

It  should  also  be  mentioned  that  the  once  vast  bot- 
tomland hardwood  forests  of  the  alluvial  flood  plain 
now  have  nearly  all  been  cleared  and  can  support  only  a 
relatively  small  number  of  turkeys. 

In  the  upper  delta  area  most  of  the  batture  lands 
which  lie  between  the  flood  protection  levee  and  the 
upper  Mississippi  River  remain  in  much  the  same 
condition  as  they  have  been  for  a  half  century  and  are 
capable  of  supporting  high  turkey  populations  as  long 
as  general  floods  do  not  come  too  frequently.  The 
longleaf  pinelands  of  southwest  Louisiana  demonstrated 
a  capacity  for  consistently  sustaining  high  populations 
of  wild  turkeys  and  presently  carry  a  large  percentage  of 
the  state  population.  Similar  habitat  found  in  the  pine- 
hardwood  terrace  lands  and  stream  bottoms  of  south- 
east Louisiana  also  have  a  high  carrying  capacity  for 
turkeys  and  portions  of  this  area  presently  support 
above  average  populations  in  spite  of  high  hunting 
pressure  and  considerable  acreages  experiencing  various 
forms  of  habitat  alteration. 


The  loblolly-shortleaf  hardwood  uplands  of  northwest 
Louisiana  also  have  excellent  potential,  but  are  at 
present  understocked  and  in  dire  need  of  restocking. 
This  extremely  large  portion  of  the  state  is  quite  capable 
of  carrying  a  major  segment  of  the  statewide  population 
and  should  become  increasingly  productive  with  proper 
management. 

Anyone  knowing  turkeys  can  vouch  for  their  habits  of 
wandering  over  great  distances  during  the  course  of 
their  regular  activities.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  any  area 
to  be  restocked  must  have  ample  room  for  the  big  birds 
to  range.  Normally,  5,000  acres  of  suitable  habitat  is 
required  of  any  prospective  release  area. 

Forest  diversity  is  perhaps  the  single  most  important 
turkey  habitat  characteristic.  There  must  be  a  wide 
variety  of  mast  producing  hardwoods  in  the  o\erstory 
and  an  assortment  of  understory  trees,  shrubs  and 
vines  that  collectively  provide  a  well  balanced  source  of 
acorns,  seeds,  berries,  etc.,  to  sustain  the  birds  through 
the  fall  and  winter  months.  In  the  spring  and  summer, 
succulent  vegetation,  seeds,  insects  and  various  fruits 
and  berries  must  be  available. 


A  bait  line  is 
the  most  effective  way 
of  attracting  birds 
into  range  of 
cannon  net. 
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Pure  stands  of  any  species  are  to  be  avoided  because 
they  simply  do  not  provide  enough  variety  to  sustain 
turkeys  on  a  year-in  year-out  basis.  Examples  of  this  are 
the  extensive  pine,  cottonwood,  or  sycamore  plantations 
that  are  commonplace  in  some  areas  of  the  state. 

The  general  topography  of  prime  turkey  habitat  is 
also  an  important  consideration.  The  terrain  should  be 
well  drained  and  not  swampy.  Field  experience  has 
shown  that  flooding  is  a  highly  limiting  factor  for  the 
wild  turkey.  However,  randomly  distributed  small 
streams,  bayous,  or  water  holes  are  needed  as  a  source 
of  drinking  water  during  the  dry  periods  of  summer 
and  early  fall.  Gently  rolling  hills  or  terrace  lands 
interlaced  with  small  watercourses  seem  to  be  the  ideal 
topography  for  turkeys. 

Forest  openings  are  an  important  component  of  high 
quality  turkey  range  for  they  play  several  roles.  First, 
they  add  diversity  to  the  overall  habitat  unit  by  provid- 
ing an  "edge  effect"  of  grasses,  vines,  shrubs,  and  forbs 
that  produce  a  myriad  of  seeds,  fruits,  mast,  and  succu- 
lent greens.  Seasonally  they  also  serve  as  a  "bugging 
area"  for  the  young  turkey  poults  during  that  time 


of  their  lives  when  insects  are  vital  to  the  survival  of  the 
rapidly  growing  turkeys.  Additionally,  the  edges  of 
such  openings  are  often  the  site  chosen  for  nesting  by 
the  hen,  probably  because  of  the  added  cover.  Openings 
occur  in  the  form  of  old  fields,  pipelines,  power  lines, 
levees,  pastures  or  abandoned  logging  sets,  but  the 
effect  is  all  the  same;  they  add  variety  and  balance  to  the 
habitat  unit.  As  a  general  rule  of  thumb,  openings 
probably  should  not  occupy  more  than  25%  of  the  total 
habitat  in  the  prospective  wild  turkey  release  area. 

Human  development  is  also  a  factor  that  must  be 
considered  when  locating  turkey  release  sites.  All- 
weather  roads  that  penetrate  the  heart  of  the  area  are 
always  a  threat  to  turkey  success  in  that  they  allow  easy 
year-round  access  for  the  poacher.  In  almost  every 
case,  the  most  successful  turkey  releases  have  extremely 
limited  access.  Other  forms  of  human  development, 
such  as  houses  or  house  trailers  within  the  release  area 
also  seem  to  impart  a  negative  influence  in  the  develop- 
ment of  a  wild  turkey  population. 

Of  prime  consideration  in  the  evaluation  of  any 
wildlife  habitat  is  the  forest  management  plan.  Regard- 
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less  of  which  species  you  are  managing  for,  the  direction 
and  type  of  forest  management  used  will  have  great 
bearing  on  wildlife.  This  is  particularly  true  of  the  wild 
turkey,  for  the  habitat  requirements  of  the  wild  turkey 
are  far  more  critical  than  any  of  the  other  forest  game 
species.  In  general,  the  wild  turkey  must  have  a  mature 
forest,  with  a  large  mast  producing  hardwood  compo- 
nent, a  relatively  open  understory,  and  logging  done  by 
single  tree  selection  or  small  group  cuts.  Unfortunately, 
many  landowners  cannot  profitably  manage  timber 
along  these  lines  and,  as  a  result,  we  frequently  see 
timber  stands  with  few  mast  producing  hardwoods, 
large  clear  cuts,  hardwood  control  programs,  and 
improved  road  systems.  These  management  practices 
are  not  compatible  with  wild  turkey  restoration  and 
releases  on  lands  with  these  characteristics  would  be  a 
complete  waste  of  breeding  stock. 

While  most  of  the  factors  that  have  significant  bearing 
on  wild  turkey  restoration  have  been  covered  in  some 
detail,  certainly  none  is  more  important  than  protection. 
Evaluations  randomly  made  of  numerous  turkey  re- 
leases consistently  show  that  successful  releases  always 
are  associated  with  good  protection. 


When  one  considers  the  great  amount  of  time  and 
expense  invested  in  wild  turkey  restoration  it  is  quite- 
alarming  to  think  that  a  few  unethical  hunters  taking 
illegal  turkeys  can  virtually  destroy  a  nucleus  flock  and 
thus  completely  eliminate  the  chances  for  expanding  the 
turkey  population  in  a  specific  area.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  our  statewide  population  could  be  tremendously 
increased  if  illegal  turkey  hunting  could  be  more  effec- 
tively controlled.  However,  turkey  protection  cannot 
be  attained  by  changing  operational  procedures  within 
wildlife  departments;  it  must  come  from  within  the 
ranks  of  the  hunting  public.  Perhaps  there  are  still  many 
hunters  who  do  not  feel  that  the  wild  turkey  is 
important. 

From  all  of  the  foregoing  it  is  obvious  that  the  wild 
turkey  can  never  be  restored  to  some  areas,  for  the 
habitat  simply  cannot  satisfy  all  of  their  basic  needs. 
However,  there  are  still  many  parts  of  the  state  that  will 
support  this  great  bird  and  most  of  them  will 
eventually  receive  nucleus  flocks  in  an  attempt  to  expand 
our  statewide  populations.  Whether  or  not  these  efforts 
will  prove  to  be  successful  will  depend  primarily  on 
land  use  changes  and  hunter  cooperation. 
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HUNTER  SAFETY 


Beginning  this  year,  anyone  born 

on  or  after  September  1,  1969,  must 

complete  a  certified  hunter  safety  course 

before  he  or  she  can  obtain  a  Louisiana 

Hunting  License.  Completing  a  hunter 

safety  education  course  will  make  anyone 

a  better  and  safer  hunter  and  many 

states  require  adults  to  have  a  certificate 

to  obtain  a  nonresident  permit. 

NORTHWEST 

DISTRICT 

Leslie  Johnson 

Hunter  Safety  Educator 

La.  Dept.ot"  Wildlife  and  Fisheries 

P.O.  Box  915 

Minden,  La.  71055 

318/377-3576 

AVOYELLES  PARISH 


June  3 
June  17  &  18 


June  24,  25,  & 
27 


July 
August 


Moreauville,  La. — City  Hall — 
9:00am-5:00pm. 
Moreauville,  La. — Moreauville 
High  School— l:00-4:00pm— MUST 
ATTEND  BOTH  SESSIONS. 
Marksville,  La. — Extension  Service 
Office— 6:30-9:30pm.  MUST 
ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 
Marksville,  La. — To  Be  Announced. 
Marksville,  La. — To  Be  Announced. 


BIENVILLE  PARISH 

June  —  Saline,  La. — Saline  High  School — 

To  Be  Finalized. 

July  23  &  25         —  Arcadia,  La. — Extension  Service 
Office— 6:00-10:00pm.  MUST 
ATTEND  BOTH  DAYS. 

July  8,  9,  &  11       —  Friendship,  La. — Friendship  Baptist 
Church— 8:30-11 :30am— MUST 
ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 

August  —  To  Be  Announced. 

BOSSIER  PARISH 


June  13, 14,  &  15  — 


July  25  &  27         — 
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Barksdale  Air  Force  Base — 6:30 — 
9:30pm  on  the  13th  and  14th, 
8:00am-noon  on  the  15th.  MUST 
ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 
Benton,  La. — Benton  Courthouse 
(Bossier  Sheriff's  Dept.)  6:00- 
10:00pm  on  the  25th,  9:00am-noon 
on  the  27th.  MUST  ATTEND  BOTH 
DAYS. 


Is  for  Everyone! 


Hunter  safety  education  courses  are  free  to 
everyone.   Anyone  10  years  of  age  or  older  who 
completes  the  eight-  hour  course  and  passes  a 
written  exam  will  be  certified  as  a  Louisiana  Safe  Huntei 
Classes  have  been  scheduled  in  every  parish  through  the 
summer.  To  participate  in  any  of  the  classes  listed  below, 
contact  the  Hunter  Safety  Educator  in  the  district  in  which 
the  class  is  scheduled. 

Times  and  locations  are  subject  to  change.  Also,  courses 
toward  the  end  of  the  summer  will  likely  be  crowded, 
so  enroll  early. 


July  —  Bossier  City — Plans  To  Be  Finalized 

August  29,  30,      —  Barksdale  Air  Force  Base — 6:30- 
&  31  9:30pm  on  the  29th  and  30th, 

8:00am-noon  on  the  31st.  MUST 
ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 
August  —  Benton,  La. — Benton  Courthouse 

CADDO  PARISH 


June  27,  28,  & 
29 


June  20,  21,  & 
22 


July  20 


—  Shreveport,  La. — 6:30-9:30pm  on 
the  27th  &  28th.  9:00am-noon  on  the 
29th.  MUST  ATTEND  ALL  THREE 
DAYS.  MUST  PRE-REG1STER  AT  318/ 
636-6220. 

—  Shreveport,  La. — Caddo  Sheriff's 
Academy,  617  Montgomery-6:00- 
9:00pm  on  the  20th  &  21st.  9:00am- 
noon  on  the  22nd.  MUST  ATTEND 
ALL  THREE  DAYS.  MUST  PRE- 
REGISTER  AT  318/226-7594. 

—  Shreveport,  La. — St.  Mary's  Catholic 
Church,  1050  Bert  Konns  Loop — 
9:00am-6:00pm  MUST  PRE- 
REG1STER  AT  318/226-7594. 

July  18, 19,  &  20  —  Shreveport— Caddo  Sheriff's 

Academy,  617  Montgomery — 6:00- 
9:00pm  on  the  18th  and  19th. 
9:00-noon  on  the  20th.  MUST 
ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS.  MUST 
PRE-REG1STER  AT  318/226-7594. 

July  25,  26,  &  27  —  Shreveport,  La.— "Chapter  13 

Trustee,"  4907  Monkhouse  Dr. — 
6:30-9:30pm  on  the  25th  &  26th. 
9:00am-noon  on  the  27th.  MUST 
ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS.  MUST 
PRE-REGISTER  AT  318/636-6220. 

CLAIBORNE  PARISH 

June  —  Haynesville,  La. — Plans  To  Be 

Finalized. 
July  18  &  19  —  Homer,  La. — Homer  High  School — 

8:00am-noon.—  MUST  ATTEND 

BOTH  DAYS. 


August  8,  9,  &      —  Summerfield,  La. — Summerfield 

10  High  School  6:30-9:30pm  on  the  8th 
and  9th.  9:00am-noon  on  the  10th. 
For  more  information  call  318/ 
353-6485. 

DESOTO  PARISH 

June  3,  4,  10  &     —  Logansport,  La. — Volunteer  Fire 

11  Department— 7:00-9:00pm.  MUST 
ATTEND  ALL  TOUR  DAYS.  For  more 
information  call  318/697-2181. 

June  12,  13,  &  14  —  Mansfield,  La.— 6:30-9:30pm. 

MUST  ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 
MUST  PRE-REGISTER  AT  318/872- 
5170. 

August  5,  6,  &  7  —  Mansfield,  La. — Extension  Service 
Office— 6:30-9:30pm.  MUST 
ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS.  For 
more  information  call  318/872-0533. 

August  30  &  31    —  Pelican,  La. — Pelican  Baptist 

Church— 6:00- 10:00pm  on  the  30th. 
8:00am-3:00pm  on  the  31st.  MUST 
ATTEND  BOTH  DAYS. 


GRANT  PARISH 

June  3,  4,  &  5 

July  17, 18,  &  19 


July 

August  12, 13, 

&15 

August 


Colfax,  La. — Colfax  Parish  Library- 
6:30-9:30pm.  MUST  ATTEND  ALL 
THREE  DAYS.  Limited  to  25  pupils. 
Pineville,  La. — Pineville  High 
School— 6:30-9:30pm.  MUST 
ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 
Pineville,  La. — To  Be  Finalized. 
Pollock,  La.— Pollock  Town  Hall— 
6:30-9:30pm.  MUST  ATTEND 
ALL  THREE  DAYS. 
To  Be  Announced. 


NATCHITOCHES  PARISH 

June  —  Clouterville,  La. — Plans  To  Be 

Finalized. 

July  16, 18,  &  19  —  Natchitoches,  La.— Natchitoches 

Junior  High  School— 1621  Welch  off 
N.  Natchitoches  Bypass — 6:00- 
9:00pm.  MUST  ATTEND  ALL  THREE 
DAYS. 

August  23  &  24    —  Natchitoches,  La. — Natchitoches 

Court  House— 6:00- 10:00pm  on  the 
23rd.  8:00-noon  on  the  24th.  MUST 
ATTEND  BOTH  DAYS. 


RED  RIVER  PARISH 


July  29,  30,  31 
&  August  1  &  2 


August  1,  2,  &  3  — 


Coushatta,  La. — Coushatta  Grade 
School— 9:30-11 :30am.  MUST 
ATTEND  ALL  FIVE  DAYS.  For  more 
information  contact  Leslie  Johnson — 
318/377-3575 

Coushatta,  La. — Coushatta  National 
Guard  Armory — 6:30-9:30pm  on 
the  1st  and  2nd.  9:00am-noon  on  the 
3rd.  MUST  ATTEND  ALL  THREE 
DAYS. 


RAPIDES  PARISH 

June  —  Alexandria,  La. 


July 
July 
August  16  &  17 


August  5,  6,  7, 
&8 


forest  Hill,  La.      Io  Be  Finalized. 
LeCompte,  La.      Io  Be  Finalized 
Boyce,  La. — Boyce  City  Hall — 
6:00am   9:00pm' on  the  16th,  8:00am- 
]  :00pm  on  the  17th.  Limit  25  pupils. 
MUST  ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 
Alexandria,  La.     Jones  St.  Junior 
High  School— 3100  James  1:00- 
3:00pm.  MUSI  ATI  LSD  ALL  FOUR 
DAYS. 


SABINE  PARISH 

June  7  &  8  —  Pleasant  Hill,  La.  — Pleasant  Hill 

High  School—  6:30-10:00pm  on  the 
7th  9:00am-2:00pm  on  the  8th. 
MUST  ATTEND  BOTH  DAYS. 

July  11,  12,  &  13    —  Negreet,  La.— Negreet  High 

School— 4:00-8:00pm  on  the  11th 
and  12th.  9:00-ll:00am  on  the  13th. 
MUST  ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 

July  22,  23,  &  25  —  Zwolle,  La.— Zwolle  High  School— 
6:30-9:30pm— MI/ST  ATTEND 
ALL  THREE  DAYS. 

August  19,  20,      —  Many,  La. — Manv  Courthouse — 

&  22  6:30-9:30pm.  MUST  ATTEND  ALL 

THREE  DAYS. 

August  —  Converse,  La. — To  be  Finalized. 

VERNON  PARISH 


June4&5  — 


June3&4  — 


June  10  &  11 
June  17  &  18 
June  24  &  25 
July8&9 
July  15  &  16 
July  22  &  23 
July  29  &  30 
August  5  &  6 
August  12  &  13 
August  19  &  20 
August  26  &  27 


Pitkin,  La.— Pitkin  High  School— 

8:00am-noon.  MUST  ATTEND  BOTH 

SESSIONS. 

Fort  Polk,  La. — One  course  each 

week  in  June  on  Mondays  and 

Tuesdays  from  9:00am-l:00pm. 

MUST  ATTEND  BOTH  SESSIONS 

Building  8603— North  Fort  bv 

Base  Game  Warden.  Call  318/535-5715 

for  more  inform  Hon. 

Same  As  Above. 

Same  As  Above. 

Same  As  Above. 

Same  As  Above. 

Same  As  Above. 

Same  As  Above. 

Same  As  Above. 

Same  As  Above. 

Same  As  Above. 

Same  As  Above. 

Same  As  Above. 


WEBSTER  PARISH 


June  18  &  20        — 


June 

July  12  &  13 


July 

August  13  &  15 


-To  Be  Finalized. 


Doyline,  La.—  Citv  Hall— 6:00- 

10:00pm.  MUST  ATTEND  BOTH 

DAYS. 

Minden,  La. — To  Be  Finalized. 

Heflin,  La. — Heflin  Civic  Center — 

6:30-9:30pm  on  the  12th.  8:00am- 

noon  on  the  13th.  MUST  ATTEND 

BOTH  DAYS. 

Minden,  La. — To  Be  Finalized. 

Siblev,  La. — Siblev  Civic  Center — 

6:00-10:00pm.  MUST  ATTEND  BOTH 

DAYS-  25 


August  19  &  20    — 


Minden,  La. — Wildlife  &  Fisheries 
Building— 6:00- 10:00pm.  MUST 
ATTEND  BOTH  DAYS.  MUST  PRE- 
REGISTER  AT  318/377-3576. 


WINN  PARIS 

June 
July 
July 
August 


—  Winnfield,  La. — To  Be  Finalized. 

—  Calvin,  La. — To  Be  Finalized. 

—  Sikes,  La. — To  Be  Finalized. 

—  Winnfield,  La. — To  Be  Finalized. 


NORTHEAST 
DISTRICT 

Jonathan  Glasscock 

Hunter  Safety  Educator 

La.  Dept.of  Wildlife  and  Fisheries 

P.O.  Box  4004,  Ouachita  Station 

Monroe,  La.  71201 

318/343-4044 


August  17  —  Jena,  La. — Jena  Courthouse — 

8:00am-5:00pm. 

LINCOLN  PARISH 

July  20  —  Ruston,  La. — Courthouse — 8:00am- 

5:00pm. 
August  24  —  Ruston,  La. — Courthouse — 8:00am- 

5:00pm. 

MADISON  PARISH 

July  20  —  Tallulah,  La.— Tallulah  Vo-Tech— 

8:00am-5:00pm. 

MOREHOUSE  PARISH 

July  6 


—  Bastrop,  La. — Bastrop  Ag.  Extension 
Bldg.— 8:00am-5:00pm. 
August  3  —  Bastrop,  La. — Bastrop  Ag.  Extension 

Bldg.—  8:00-5:00pm. 

OUACHITA  PARISH 


CALDWELL  PARISH 

July  14 


—  Columbia,  La. — Columbia 
Courtroom — 8:00am-5:00pm. 
August  10  —  Columbia,  La. — Columbia 

Courtroom — 8:00am-5:00pm . 

CATAHOULA  PARISH 

August  10  —  Manifest,  La. — Manifest  Elementary 

School— 8:00am-5:00pm.  For 
information  call  Dean  Cannadav  at 
318/339-8029. 

CONCORDIA  PARISH 

July  20  —  Vidalia,  La. — Vidalia  Junior  High 

School— 8:00am-5:00pm. 

August  17  —  Ferriday,  La. — Ferriday  Junior  High 

School— 8:00am-5:00pm . 

EAST  CARROLL  PARISH 

July  13  —  Lake  Providence,  La. — Lake 

Providence  Vo-Tech  School — 8:00am- 
5:00pm.  For  information  call  Lvnn 
Payne  at  318/559-0864. 

FRANKLIN  PARISH 

July  20  —  Winnsboro,  La. — 1st  State  Bank 

Building— 8:00am-5:00pm.  For 
information  call  Jurell  Thames,  range 
owner  at  318/435-4983. 

JACKSON  PARISH 

July  9  &  10  —  Jonesboro,  La. — Jonesboro  VFW 

Building— 8:00am-2:00pm.  MUST 
ATTEND  BOTH  SESSIONS.  For 
information  call  Eddie  White  at  318/ 
259-2452. 

August  6  &  7        —  Chatham,  La. — Chatham  High 
School— 9:00am-2:00pm.  MUST 
ATTEND  BOTH  SESSIONS. 

LASALLE  PARISH 

July  13  —  Olla,  La. — Olla  Elementary  School — 

8:00am-5:00pm. 
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May  28,  30,  &       —  West  Monroe,  La.— 1st  Baptist 
June  1  Church— 6:00-9:00pm— MUST 

ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 
July  27  —  West  Monroe,  La. — West  Monroe 

National  Guard  Armory — 8:00am- 

5:00pm. 
August  3  —  Monroe,  La. — La.  Department  of 

Wildlife  &  Fisheries  Building— 8:00- 

5:00pm. 
August  12, 13,  &  —  West  Monroe,  La. — West  Monroe 
15  Extension  Office— 6:00-9:00pm. 

MUST  ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 
August  24  —  West  Monroe,  La. — West  Monroe 

National  Guard  Armory — 8:00am- 

5:00pm. 
RICHLAND  PARISH 

July  20  —  Delhi,  La.— Delhi  High  School— 

8:00am-5:00pm. 

August  3  —  Rayville,  La. — 8:00am — 5:00pm.  For 

information  call  Joe  Barrett  with  the 
LSU  Extension  office  at  318/649-2663. 

TENSAS  PARISH 

August  24  —  St.  Joseph,  La. — Davidson  High 

School— 8:00am-5:00pm. 

UNION  PARISH 

June  8  —  Camp  T.L.  James — near  Downsville, 

La. — 8:00am-5:00pm.  For  informa- 
tion call  Marcal  Young  at  318/325- 
4625. 

April  1,  2,  &  4  —  Bernice,  La. — Bernice  Town  Hall — 
6:00-9:00pm.  MUST  ATTEND  ALL 
THREE  DAYS. 

WEST  CARROLL 

June  27,  28,  & 
29 


August  8,  9,  & 
10 


Oak  Grove,  La. — Oak  Grove  Public 
Library— 6:00-9:00pm  on  the  27th 
and  28th.  9:00-noon  on  the  29th. 
MUST  ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 
Oak  Grove,  La. — Oak  Grove  Public 
Library— 6:00-9:00pm  on  the  8th  and 
9th.  9:00am-noon  on  the  10th.  MUST 
ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 


SOUTHWEST 

DISTRICT 
Paul  Jackson 

Hunter  Safety  Educator 

La.  Dept.ol  Wildlife  and  Fisheries 

1213  N.  Lakeshore  Dr. 

Lake  Charles,  La.  70601 

318/491-2585 


ACADIA  PARISH 


June  1 
June  18  &  20 
June  29 
July  20 
August  17 
August  20  &  22 
Sept.  14 


—  Crowley,  La. 

—  Rayne,  La. 

—  Crowley,  La. 

—  Rayne,  La. 

—  Church  Point,  La. 

—  Crowley,  La. 

—  Crowley,  La. 


ALLEN  PARISH 


—  Oakdale,  La. 

—  Oakdale,  La. 

—  Oberlin,  La. 

—  Oakdale,  La. 


June  1 
July  20 
August  17 
Sept.  14 

BEAUREGARD  PARISH 

June  1  —  DeRidder,  La. 

July  23  &  25  —  DeRidder,  La. 

August  17  —  Merryville,  La. 

Sept.  14  —  Longville,  La. 

CALCASIEU  PARISH 


June  1 
June  18  &  20 
June  29 
June  29 
July  23  &  25 
August  20  &  22 
Sept.  17  &  19 
Sept.  28 


Lake  Charles,  La. 
Sulphur,  La. 
Lake  Charles,  La. 
Vinton,  La. 
DeQuincy,  La. 
Lake  Charles,  La. 
Lake  Charles,  La. 
Lake  Charles,  La. 


CAMERON  PARISH 

June  29  —  Cameron,  La. 

July  23  &  25  —  Cameron,  La. 

August  20  &  25  —  Grand  Chenier,  La. 

Sept.  14  —  Carlyss,  La. 

EVANGELINE  PARISH 


June  18  &  20 
July  20 
August  17 
Sept.  17  &  18 


—  Ville  Platte,  La. 

—  Ville  Platte,  La. 

—  Pine  Prairie,  La. 

—  Ville  Platte,  La. 


IBERIA  PARISH 


June  4  &  6 
July  9  &  11 
August  3 
August  31 
Sept.  3  &  5 


—  New  Iberia,  La. 

—  New  Iberia,  La. 

—  Jeanerette,  La. 

—  New  Iberia,  La. 

—  Jeanerette,  La. 


IBERVILLE  PARISH 

June  15  —  Plaquemine,  La. 

July  6  —  White  Castle,  La. 

August  6  &  8  —  Plaquemine,  La. 

Sept.  28  —  Plaquemine,  La. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS 

June  1 
June  18  &  20 
July  20 
August  17 
Sept.  17  &  19 


—  Jennings,  La. 

—  Lake  Arthur,  La. 

—  Lake  Arthur,  La. 

—  Jennings,  La. 

—  Jennings,  La. 


LAFAYETTE  PARISH 


June  4  &  6 
June  15 
July  9  &  11 
August  3 
August  31 
Sept.  17  &  19 
Sept.  28 
Sept.  3  &  5 


—  Lafayette,  La. 

—  Carencro,  La. 

—  Lafayette,  La. 

—  Lafayette,  La. 

—  Carencro,  La. 

—  Lafayette,  La. 

—  Lafayette,  La. 

—  Lafayette,  La. 


ST.  LANDRY  PARISH 


June  4  &  6 
June  15 
July  9  &  11 
August  3 
August  31 
Sept.  3  &  5 


—  Opelousas,  La. 

—  Washington,  La. 

—  Eunice,  La. 

—  Opelousas,  La. 

—  Port  Barre,  La. 

—  Eunice,  La. 


ST.  MARY  PARISH 

June  4  &  6  —  Franklin,  La. 

July  9  &  11  —  Morgan  City,  La. 

July  9  &  11  —  Franklin,  La. 

August  31  —  Morgan  City,  La. 

ST.  MARTIN  PARISH 

June  15  —  Breaux  Bridge,  La. 

August  3  —  St.  Martinville,  La. 

August  6  &  8  —  Breaux  Bridge,  La. 

August  31  —  Breaux  Bridge,  La. 

POINTE  COUPEE  PARISH 


July  6 

—  New  Roads 

,  La. 

August  6  &  8 

—  New  Roads 

,  La. 

Sept.  28 

—  New  Roads 

,  La. 

VERMILION  PARISH 

June  18  &  20 

—  Abbeville, 

La. 

June  29 

—  Kaplan,  La 

. 

July  6 

—   Pecan  Island,  La 

July  20 

—  Abbeville, 

La. 

August  20  &  22 

—  Abbeville, 

La. 

Sept.  14 

—  Abbeville, 

La. 

WEST  BATON  ROUGE  PA 

RISh 

June  15 

—   Port  Allen, 

La. 

July  6 

—   Port  Allen, 

La. 

August  6  &  8 

—   Brush/,  La. 

Sept.  28 

—   Port  Allen, 

La. 
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SOUTHEAST 
DISTRICT 
Jerry  McLain 

Hunter  Safety  Educator 

La.  Deptof  Wildlife  and  Fisheries 

400  Roval  St. 

New  Orleans,  La.  70130 

504/568-5852  or  922-0252 


JEFFERSON  PARISH 

April  13  &  14 


July  26 
August  14 


Metairie,  La. — Beginning  at  9:00am 
Location  To  Be  Announced. 
Gretna,  La.— 9:00am-5:00pm. 

Location  To  Be  Announced. 
Grand  Isle,  La.— 9:00am-5:00pm. 
Location  To  Be  Announced 


ASCENSION  PARISH 

May  18 


June  20 
July  28 
August  8 

ASSUMPTION 

June  10  &  11 


Galvez,  La. — Galvez  School — 
9:00am-5:30pm. 

Gonzales,  La. — 9:00am-5:30pm. 
Location  To  Be  Announced. 
Gonzales,  La. — 9:00am-5:30pm. 
Location  To  Be  Announced. 
Gonzales,  La. — 9:00am-5:30pm. 
Location  To  Be  Announced. 


—  Napoleonville,  La. — Napoleonville 

Community  Center-6:00-9:00pm. 

Shooting  date  to  be  set  at  class. 

MUST  ATTEND  BOTH  SESSIONS. 
July  22  &  23  —  Napoleonville,  La. — Napoleonville 

Community  Center — 6:00-9:00pm. 

Shooting  date  to  be  set  at  class. 

MUST  ATTEND  BOTH  SESSIONS. 
August  13  —  Napoleonville,  La. — Napoleonville 

Community  Center — 9:00am- 

5:00pm. 

EAST  BATON  ROUGE  PARISH 

May  11  —  Baton  Rouge,  La. — La.  Dept.  of 

Wildlife  &  Fisheries  Bldg.  on  Quail 
Drive— 8:00am-5:00pm. 

June  4  —  Baker,  La.— 8:00am-5:00pm. 

Location  To  Be  Announced. 

June  15  —  Baton  Rouge,  La. — La.  Dept.  of 

Wildlife  &  Fisheries  Bldg.  on  Quail 
Drive— 8:00am-5:00pm. . 

July  17  —  Baker,  la. — 8:00am-5:00pm.  Location 

To  Be  Announced. 

July  29  &  30         —  Baton  Rouge,  La.— La.  Dept.  of 

Wildlife  &  Fisheries  Bldg.  on  Quail 
Drive— 6:00- 10:00pm.  MUST 
ATTEND  BOTH  SESSIONS. 

August  3  —  Baton  Rouge,  La. — La.  Dept.  of 

Wildlife  &  Fisheries  Bldg.  on  Quail 
Drive— 8:00am-5:00pm.. 

August  13  —   Baker,  La.—  8:00am-5:00pm. 

Location  To  Be  Announced. 

EAST  FELICIANA  PARISH 

May  25 


June  29 
July  27 
August  24 
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Clinton,  La. — American  Legion 
Hall— 8:00am-5:00pm.. 
Same  As  Above. 
Same  As  Above. 
Same  As  Above. 


LAFOURCHE  PARISH 

May  25 


—  LaFourche  Crossing,  La. — Sheriff's 

Range— 9:00am-5:00pm. 
June  19  —  Galliano,  La. — S.  LaFourche  High 

School— 9:00am-5:00pm . 
July  12  —  Galliano,  La. — S.  LaFourche  High 

School— 9:00am-5:00pm. 
August  3  —  Galliano,  La. — S.  LaFourche  High 

School— 9:00am-5:00pm. 
August  10  —  Thibodaux,  La.— 9:00-5:00pm. 

Location  To  Be  Announced. 

LIVINGSTON  PARISH 

June  5 


—  Denham  Springs,  La. — 8:00am- 
5:00pm.  Location  To  Be  Announced. 

June  25  —  French  Settlement,  La. — 8:00am- 

5:00pm.  Location  To  Be  Announced. 

July  3,  4,  &  6        —  Livingston,  La. — Livingston  Parish 
Courthouse — 6:00-9:00pm.  Shooting 
time  to  be  set  at  first  class.  MUST 
ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 

July  9  —  Holden,  La.— 8:00am-5:00pm. 

Location  To  Be  Announced. 

July  13  —  Livingston,  La. — 9:00am-5:00pm. — 

Livingston  Parish  Courthouse. 

August  20  —  Denham  Springs,  La. — 8:00am- 

5:00pm.  Location  To  Be  Announced. 

ORLEANS  PARISH 

June  5  &  6  —  New  Orleans,  La.— La.  Nature 

Center — 6:00-9:00pm.  Shooting  date 
to  be  set  at  class.  MUST  ATTEND 
BOTH  SESSIONS. 

July  17  &  24  —  New  Orleans,  La. — La.  Nature 

Center — 6:00-9:00pm.  Shooting  date 
to  be  set  at  class.  MUST  ATTEND 
BOTH  SESSIONS. 

August  19  &  20    —  New  Orleans,  La. — La.  Nature 

Center — 6:00-9:00pm.  Shooting  date 
to  be  set  at  class.  MUST  ATTEND 
BOTH  SESSIONS. 


PLAQUEMINES  PARISH 
April  20 


—  Belle  Chasse,  La. — Naval  Air 

Station— 8:00am-5:00pm. 
June  —   Belle  Chasse,  La. — Naval  Air  Station. 

Date  To  Be  Set. 
July  —   Belle  Chasse,  La. — Naval  Air  Station. 

Date  To  Be  Set. 
July  27  —  Port  Sulphur,  La.— 9:00am-5:00pm. 

Location  To  Be  Announced. 
August  16  —   Buras,  La.—  9:00am-5:00pm. 

Location  To  Be  Announced. 


ST.  BERNARD 
June  15  — 

July  14  — 

Aug.  26,  27,  &  28  — 

Sept.  23, 24,  &  25  — 

October  7,  8,  &  9  — 

Nov.  12, 13,  &  14  — 


Chalmette,  La.—  9:00am-5:00pm. 
Location  To  Be  Announced. 
Chalmette,  La.— 9:00am-5:00pm. 
Location  To  Be  Announced. 
Arabi,  La. — St.  Bernard  Indoor 
Shooting  Center— 7:00-10:00pm. 
MUST  ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 
Arabi,  La. — St.  Bernard  Indoor 
Shooting  Center— 7:00- 10:00pm. 
MUST  ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 
Arabi,  La. — St.  Bernard  Indoor 
Shooting  Center— 7:00— 10:00pm. 
MUST  ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 
Arabi,  La. — St.  Bernard  Indoor 
Shooting  Center— 7:00-10:00pm. 
MUST  ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 


ST.  CHARLES  PARISH 

May  12, 14,  &  15  —  Boutte,  La.— Hahnville  High 

School— 4:00-7:00pm.  Shooting  time 
to  be  set  at  first  class.  MUST 
ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 

May  20,  21,  &  22  —  Destrehan,  La.— Destrehan  Junior 

High  School— 4:00-7:00pm.  Shooting 
time  to  be  set  at  first  class.  MUST 
ATTEND  ALL  THREE  DAYS. 

June  27  —  Norco,  La. — 9:00am-5:00pm. 

Location  To  Be  Announced. 

July  24  —  Boutte,  La. — Location  And  Time  To 

Be  Announced. 

August  9  —  Hahnville,  La. — Location  And  Time 

To  Be  Announced. 

ST.  HELENA  PARISH 

July  8  &  9  —  Greensburg,  La.— Parish 

Courthouse— 7:00- 10:00pm  on  the 
8th.  6:00-10:00pm  on  the  9th.  MUST 
ATTEND  BOTH  SESSIONS. 

August  5  &  6        —  Greensburg,  La. — Parish 

Courthouse— 7:00-10:00pm  on  the 
5th.  6:00-10:00pm  on  the  6th.  MUST 
ATTEND  BOTH  SESSIONS. 

ST  JAMES  PARISH 

June  25  &  26        —  Vacherie,  La. — Parish  Courthouse — 
6:00-9:00pm.  Shooting  time  to  be  set 
at  class.  MUST  ATTEND  BOTH 
SESSIONS. 

July  17  &  18  —  Lutcher,  La.— Parish  Library— 6:00- 

9:00pm.  Shooting  time  to  be  set  at 
class.  MUST  ATTEND  BOTH 
SESSIONS. 

ST.  JOHN  THE  BAPTIST  PARISH 

June  —  LaPlace,  La. — Location  And  Date  To 

Be  Announced. 
July  —  LaPlace,  La. — Location  And  Date  To 

Be  Announced. 
August  —  LaPlace,  La.— Location  And  Date  To 

Be  Announced. 


Other  hunter  education  clinics  in  St.  John  Parish  will  be 
conducted  by  the  Sheriff's  Office  during  the  summer.  Call  Sheriff's 
Office  at  beginning  of  summer  for  times  and  places. 

ST.  TAMMANY  PARISH 

June  17  &  18         —  Slidell,  La.— Slidell  Police  Dept. 

Courtroom — 7:00-10:00pm.  Shooting 

date  to  be  set.  MUST  ATTEND  BOTH 

SESSIONS. 
July  10  —  Slidell,  La.—  8:00a m-5:00pm. 

Location  To  Be  Announced. 
July  15  &  16  —  Slidell,  La.— Slidell  Police  Dept. 

Courtroom — 7:00-10:00pm.  Shooting 

date  to  be  set.  MUST  ATTEND  BOTH 

SESSIONS. 
June  22  —  Covington,  La. — Christ  Episcopal 

Church  Parish  House — 9:00am- 

5:00pm. 
August  28  —  Covington,  La.— 8:00am-5:00pm. 

Location  To  Be  Announced. 
July  10  —  Covington,  La.—  8:00am-5:00pm. 

Location  To  Be  Announced. 

TANGIPAHOA  PARISH 

June  26 


June  2 
July  23 
August  27 


—  Hammond,  La. — 8:00am-5:00pm. 
Location  To  Be  Announced. 

—  Amite,  La. — 8:00am-5:00pm. 
Location  To  Be  Announced. 

—  Kentwood,  la. — 8:00am-5:00pm. 
Location  To  Be  Announced. 

—  Hammond,  la. — 8:00am-5:00pm. 
Location  To  Be  Announced. 

Twice  monthly,  courses  will  be  offered  by  the  Sheriff's  Office.  Call 
Sheriff's  Office  at  beginning  of  summer  for  times  and  locations. 

TERREBONNE  PARISH 

May  25  —  Houma,  La. — Sheriff's  Range. 

9:00am-5:00pm. 
June  1  —  Houma,  La. — 9:00am- 

5:00pm. Location  To  Be  Announced. 
July  25  —  Houma,  La.— 9:00am- 

5:00pm. Location  To  Be  Announced. 

WEST  FELICIANA  PARISH 

July  11  —  St.  Francisville,  La.— Parish 

Courthouse — 9:00am-5:00pm. 

July  20  —  St.  Francisville,  La.— Parish 

Courthouse — 9:00am-3:00pm. 

August  21  —  St.  Francisville,  La.— 9:00am- 

5:00pm..  Location  To  Be  Announced. 

WASHINGTON  PARISH 

May  11  —  Bogalusa,  La. — Arrriv  Reserve 

Center.  9:00am-5:00pm. 
June  29  —  Franklinton,  La. — Skeet  Club. 

9:00am-5:00pm. 
July  3  —  Franklinton,  La. — Location  To  Be 

Announced. 
July  24  —  Bogalusa,  La.— Location  To  Be 

Announced. 
August  21  —  Bogalusa,  La.— Location  To  Be 

Announced. 
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Conservationist  of  the  Year 

Noted  fisheries  research  biologist 
Guthrie  Perry  Sr.  was  named  Conser- 
vationist of  the  Year  by  the  Louisiana 
Wildlife  Federation.  Perry  received  the 
prestigious  Governor's  Award,  a  finely 
detailed  statuette  of  an  American  Bald 
Eagle,  at  the  federations'  46th  annual 
convention  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Perry  is  stationed  at  the  Department  of 
Wildlife  and  Fisheries'  Rockefeller  Ref- 
uge at  Grand  Chenier  where  he  over- 
sees a  multitude  of  research  projects  with 
goals  ranging  from  enhanced  protection 
of  coastal  wetlands,  to  improved  methods 
of  marsh  management  and  fisheries  re- 
source utilization,  to  superior  fish  farming 
techniques. 

Perry  is  a  22-year  veteran  with  Wildlife 
and  Fisheries  and  has  worked  at  the 
Rockefeller  Refuge  since  1967 

He  is  a  past  president  of  the  Louisiana 
Wildlife  Biologists  Association,  the  state 
chapter  of  the  American  Fisheries  Soci- 
ety and  the  World  Mariculture  Society. 
Over  the  years,  he  has  compiled  an  im- 
pressive array  of  top  awards  for  his  many 
research  projects  and  published  research 
papers. 

He  is  a  native  of  Bastrop,  with  degrees 
from  both  Northeastern  Louisiana  Univer- 
sity and  LSU. 

Other  awards  for  outstanding  efforts  in 
conservation  were  presented  to: 

Gerry  Waguespack  of  New  Orleans, 
Non-professional  Conservationist  of  the 
Year,  for  his  continuing  efforts  supporting 
development  of  the  Governor's  Finfish 
Task  Force. 

Glen  Merrell  oi  Slidell,  Youth  Conser- 
vationist of  the  Yeai  for  numerous  proj- 
ects, activities  and  accomplishments  in 
the  field  of  conservation 

Senator  J.  Bennett  Johnston,  Public 
Servant  Conservationist  of  the  Year,  for 
his  long  standing  support  o'  conservation 
causes  and  his  active  involvement  in  the 
establishment  and  expansion  of  the  Bo- 
gue  Chitto  and  Tensas  River  National 
Wildlife  Refuges. 


Lloyd  Poissenot  of  New  Orleans, 
Conservation  Communicator  of  the  Year, 
for  his  continuing  efforts  to  increase  pub- 
lic awareness  of  and  concern  for  Louisi- 
ana's natural  resources  through 
outstanding  nature  and  wildlife  photogra- 
phy, a  weekly  radio  program,  and  a  newly 
developed  public  TV  program. 

The  Louisiana  Nature  and  Science 
Center  of  New  Orleans,  Conservation 
Organization  of  the  Year,  for  development 
of  an  outstanding  and  highly  popular  na- 
ture and  science  museum  and  an  86-acre 
wildlife  preserve  just  minutes  from  down- 
town New  Orleans. 


Floodplain  Managers  to  Meet 

The  Association  of  State  Floodplain 
Managers  has  scheduled  its  Ninth  Annual 
Conference  at  the  Hotel  Meridien  in  New 
Orleans  from  April  30  through  May  2, 
1985.  The  theme  of  the  conference  is 
"Flood  Hazard  Management  in  Govern- 
ment and  the  Private  Sector — Where  Are 
We?" 

The  stated  goal  of  the  Association  of 
State  Floodplain  Managers  is  the  reduc- 
tion of  flood  hazards  through  floodplain 
management.  Additional  information  is 
available  from: 

Mr.  Daniel  Hawkins 

La.  Dept.  of  Urban  and  Community 
Affairs 

RO.  Box  94455 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70804 

(504)  925-3691 

Weir  Builders  Cited 

The  vagaries  of  the  Atchafalaya  River 
used  to  pose  a  threat  to  Cow  Island  Lake, 
a  favorite  spot  for  sport  fishermen  in  the 
Atchafalaya  Basin. 

The  river's  low  flows  periodically 
drained  the  lake  and  even  raised  the  pos- 
sibility that  someday  the  site  might  be 
transformed  into  a  willow  thicket. 

No  more.  Preservation  of  the  lake  has 
been  assured  by  construction  off  a  per- 


manent weir  to  control  water  levels. 

Credit  for  the  project  belongs  to  its  ini- 
tiator, Ben  Skerrett  III,  president  of  the 
Greater  Atchafalaya  Basin  Council,  and 
the  cooperation  of  the  St.  Martin  Parish 
Police  Jury  and  the  Office  of  Public  Works 
of  the  Louisiana  Department  of  Transpor- 
tation and  Development. 

All  were  commended  for  their  efforts  in 
a  resolution  adopted  at  the  January  meet- 
ing of  the  Louisiana  Wildlife  and  Fisheries 
Commission. 

LOWA  Honors  Breaux 

The  Louisiana  Outdoor  Writers  Asso- 
ciation presented  its  highest  award  to 
Congressman  John  Breaux  during  the  re- 
cent Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation  con- 
vention in  Baton  Rouge. 

Breaux  received  the  LOWA's  Arthur 
Van  Pelt  Award  for  his  long  and  outstand- 
ing record  of  conservation  achievements, 
both  as  a  public  servant  and  a  private 
sportsman. 

Of  particular  note  was  Breaux's  tireless 
efforts  resulting  in  the  creation  of  the  Wal- 
lop-Breaux  Fund  which  is  dedicated  to 
the  development  and  enhancement  of 
sport  fishing  resources  in  every  state. 

The  LOWA  also  presented  its  Fish  of 
the  Year  Award  to  James  R.  Eichorn,  Jr.  of 
Houma.  Eichorn,  a  former  winner  of  the 
Grand  Isle  Tarpon  Rodeo,  managed  to 
boat  a  218'pound  Tarpon  in  October  of 
1984  that  is  now  in  the  number  two  slot  in 
the  state's  Tarpon  Records. 

Audubon  Remembered 

John  James  Audubon  was  fond  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  Louisiana  remembers  him 
well. 

As  his  200th  birthday  anniversary 
neared,  children  and  adults  in  the  historic 
town  of  St.  Francisville  retraced  the  foot- 
steps of  the  renowned  artist-naturalist. 
The  three-day  event  March  15-17  was 
the  14th  annual  Audubon  Pilgrimage 
sponsored  by  the  West  Feliciana  Histori- 
cal Society. 

At  Oakley,  the  state-owned  home 
where  Audubon  once  painted  and  served 
as  a  tutor,  costumed  participants  included 
artist  and  zoologist  Eugene  C.  Beckham, 
playing  the  role  of  Audubon  himself. 

On  April  26,  Audubon's  200th  birthday, 
Louisiana  writers  and  scholars  will  gather 
at  the  Lafayette  Natural  History  Museum 
to  discuss  his  monumental  contributions 
to  bird  lore.  The  museum  is  featuring  an 
exhibit,  "Audubon's  World:  A  Window  Into 
Nature,"  through  June  16. 

Louisiana  Conservationist 
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This  issue's  Bayou  Kitchen 

features  a  few  favorite  recipes  from 
the  kitchen  of  Lieutenant  Governor 
Bobby  Freeman  and  his  wife 
Marianne. 

Boneless  Duck  Breast 
Put  4  whole  duck  breasts  (2  ducks) 

in  pot  w/ 
1  can  Mushroom  Soup  (10  oz.) 
1  can  Mushroom  Steak  Sauce 
1  can  water 
3U  cups  creme  sherry 
Add  Kitchen  Bouquet  for  color 
Season  to  taste 

Cook  at  350°  for  IV2  hours  in  cov- 
ered dish.  Remove  and  slice  breasts. 
Return  to  oven  at  325°  for  40-45  min- 
utes. Serve. 

Quick  Shrimp  Appetizer 
Shrimp  (medium  size) 
Bacon 
Progresso  Italian  Bread  Crumbs 

Cut  each  bacon  strip  into  3  pieces. 
Wrap  bacon  piece  around  shrimp  us- 
ing toothpick  to  hold  in  place  and  dip 
in  bread  crumbs.  Place  on  ungreased 
cookie  sheet  and  broil  12-15  minutes. 

Quick  and  delicious. 


Venison  Sauce  Pequante 

4  pounds  Venison  (cut  in  cubes) 

8  medium  onions 

2  bunches  Green  Onions 

1  Bell  Pepper 

1  Cup  Celery 

2  cans  (8  oz.)  Rotel  Tomato  Sauce 
1  can  Tomato  Paste 

1  cup  Olive  Oil 

2  cloves  Garlic 

2  tablespoons  Lea  &  Perrins 

Worcerstershire  Sauce 
2  lemons  (juice) 
1  cup  Flour 
Salt  (to  taste) 
Pepper  (to  taste) 
10  cups  water 
1  can  Mushroom  Soup 

Wash  venison.  Season  &  fry  in  ba- 
con drippings  and  remove.  Make 
roux  with  olive  oil  &  flour.  Add  to- 
mato sauce  &  tomato  paste.  Add  all 
seasoning  except  garlic.  Simmer  for 
1  hour.  Add  venison  to  soup  &  sea- 
soning. Simmer  30  minutes.  Add 
water  &  garlic.  Cook  for  4  hours. 
Serve  over  rice. 
*Serves  approximated  16  people. 


Shrimp  Etouf fee  for  24  People 

Shrimp-6  pounds 

2  sticks  Butter 

3  cups  Onions 
IV2  cups  Celery 

2  Bell  Peppers 
1  Garlic 

3  cups  Green  Onions 
3  Lemons 

V2  cup  Cornstarch 

3  cans  (10  oz.)  Rotel  Tomatoes 

3  cans  Mushroom  Soup 

3  cans  (8  oz.)  Mushrooms  (pieces  & 

stems) 


Chop  onions,  celerv,  bell  peppers, 
garlic  &  green  onions.  Saute  in  but- 
ter. Squeeze  lemons  and  add  to  mix- 
ture. Place  rotel  tomatoes  in  food 
processor  and  whip.  Add  tomatoes, 
mushroom  soup  &  mushrooms  to 
mixture.  Add  at  least  4  cups  water. 

Place  peeled  shrimp  in  pot  with  1 
stick  butter  and  heat  until  blanched. 

Add  shrimp  to  mixture  and  cook 
over  medium  fire. 

Place  V;  cup  of  cornstarch  in  1  cup 
water.  Add  to  mixture.  Cook  15  min- 
utes and  serve. 
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